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Frour AND GRatx. The prices, at Baltimore; have | houses, and desires a return to the old regularity in bu- 
fluctuated considerably inthe present weck. During the | siness and responsibility for sales which belonged to our 
receding one, upwards of 16,000 bls. flour had been |own merchants—driven out of their accustomed pursuits 
inspected in this city; the stock on hand was estimated | for the benefit of foreigu adventurers and distionest men— 
at about 45,000 bls. and sales were rade at from $7 50 | tothe detriment of the public revenue, with a deterin~ 
to 7 62; best wheat from 160 to 165 cents per bushel. jration of the quality of goods, and multiplied frauds 


There were some speculations on Wednesday last, in | on individuals. 


consequence of an arrival at New York from England; 
but a quantity did not change hands, though it was 


— 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT ABD VICE PRESIDENT. Sa 


stated to have advanced to $10 at New York. Why, we | far as we are informed, -in all eases, the electors,on both 


know not. ‘The average of price as asecrtained at Lone 


sides, have voted straight tickets—Jackson and Calhoun, 


don on the 31st Oct. was 67s Gd. per quarter for wheat}or Adams and Rush. Returns hereafter. 





—equal to about 163 cents for the American bushcl of 
60 tbs. This ascertained average cannot be relied on, 





Ivrems. It is stated that president Adams does not in - 


It is subject to much uncertainty. At 67s Gd per quar- | tend leaving the city of Washington, at the expiration of 


ter, the duty would be about 18s a quarter—or nearly 
45 ets. for our bushel; but if the average should rise to 73s } 
the duty would be only 1s per quarter. There had been | 
very heavy arrivals of foreign wheat, both in England and 
France, from the Baltic, and an apprehension of want does | 
not seem to be entertained in either country. ‘The late | 
rise of British wheat is attributed to the demand for the | 
old crop for seeding, it being of a very superior quality, | 
or for the purpose of mixing it with the new or foreign 
wheat; and while fine old wheat was selling at 95s per | 
quarter, the market price of the new was only 60—the 
extreme high price of the former, (assisted, perhaps, by 
specie tts who have grain deposited on bond) caused 
the high average of 67s 6d, and it is possible that things | 
may be so managed as to get the average up to 73s, fora 
week or two, when the bonded wheat, passing into the 
consumption, may immediately reduce it, so that the duty 
will again act as a prohibition. It is said, that about 8000 





bis, of flour, however, are about to be shipped from this | 


port to Liverpool—we heartily wish a good market for 
it, though having no great degree of confidence in the ap- 
pearances of things in England. 





Tae Tanirr. The house of representatives, by a very 
decided vote last week, refused to consider a resolution to 
instruct the committee on manufactures to inquire into 
the expediency of repealing, or reducing, the duty on 
salt and molasses; and, in the present week, in iike man- 
ner, promptly put aside another resolution offered as to 
the duty on salt only. And again—we haye the decided 
rejection of Mr. Weems’ resolution. ‘The tariff will 
not be touched at the present session. 

Tare ComBERLAND ROAD is rapidly going to destruc- 
tion—a little more of constitutional doubt, and the great 
thoroughfare between the east and the west, made at the 
cost of about $1,750,000, will remain only as a monument 
of the FoLLy that caused the expenditure, and of the WIS- 
DOM that withheld moderate appropriations tor repairs, 
even though millions on millions were given up to like 
anti-constitutional objects, at the last session of congress!!! 

We desire, however, to see some plan adopted by which 
this splendid and truly national work may be under the 
care of somebody! Pennsylvania, we believe, has pass- 
ed an act to permit the ercction of gates and the collee- 
tion of toll. Maryland, no doubt, will do the same. 
Will Virginia, then, refuse her consent, and thus remove 
constitutional doubts, and relieve the United States of a 
perpetual burthen, or perpetual disgrace? 

_ Avetions. A hopcis entertained that the leading sub- 
ject of the present congress will be a bill for regulating 
auctions—and that it will pass, if entered upon with spirit 
by the friends of that measure. We know of nothing that 
is more needed for the benefit of the merchants and the 
public. In Baltimore, we now hardly have one large (dry- 
goods} importing house; but a dogen would be established, 
Wwearetold, were this desolating system restrained as it 
shouldbe. Every class of society feels the want of such 
You, XXXV—Nag, 16 


his period_of service—and will take up a temporary resi- 
dence in the mansion belonging to com. Porter. 

The sloop of war Vandalia has departed from Phila? 
delphia, to relieve the Boston, on the coast of Brazil. 

William B. Giles has been re-elected governor of Vir- 
ginia, without any regular opposition—though about 70 
votes were given for other persons. ‘This is the last 
year that he can constitutionally serve in that office, 


In the senate of Ohic, Samuel Wheeler had 19 votes 
for speaker of the senate, and Reuben Wood 15; and Ed- 
ward King 38 for speaker of the house of representatives, 
and Elijah Hayward 31. The gentlemen elected are 
“friends of the administration. ” a 

William King, of Maine, has been appointed by gov. 
Lingoln, in the recess of the legislature, a senator of the 
United States, in the place of Mir. Parris, resigned. 

It is stated in the Boston Palladium, that Webster’s 
American Dictionary, in 2 vols. 4to. is published. It con- 
tains 70,000 words. ‘The common English Dictionaries 
contain 38,000—Johnson’s 58,000. ‘The American is 
ample‘in scientific words, and has made improvements in 
the etymological, orthographical, pronouncing and defi- 
nition departments. Abridgments of the work are soon 
to be printed. 


Webster’s Spelling Book. It is stated, that the pre- 











sent sales of this well known school bock amount to 
‘about 490,000 copies a year, and that a new edition is 
j forthcoming, in which Mr. Webster will improve and 
| adjust the orthography and pronunciation, in accordance 
} with his new dictionary. 

Mr. Newton has introduced a resolution in the house 
of delegates of Virginia, to alter the constitution so that 
the president of the United States shall be elected for one 
term of six years, and for ever thereafter be ineligible to 
that office. 

United States bank stock 1244—exchange on London 
1093. ‘The rise in the priee of the stock and fall in that 
of exchange, have, probably, both resulted from the 
prospect of a market for our flour in England. 

On Wednesday last, at sun-rise, the clerk of the Cen- 
'tre Market, Balt. counted the wagons, carts and boats 
|28 follows: wagons 222, carts 319, fish boats 18. This 
| is about the average number of vehicles, when there is a 
fair supply of the usual articles. 


Tt is statéd in an English paper that the enthronement 
of the archbishop of Canterbury always takes place by 
proxy: because to go through the ceremony in person 
would cost the primate thirty thousand pounds sterling! 

But the archbishop might well afford to pay that. 

Thomas Searle, has been recognized by the president 











public of Bremen, for the port of Boston, Mass. 

A number of valuable buildings were destroyed by fire 
at Wheeling, on the evening of the 3d inst, Fourteen 
horses were also burnt to death in stables in which 
the fire originated. ‘The buildings were chiefly of wood. 
Ata town meeting, it was recommended that na wooden 
buildings should be hereatter ereeted in the borough. 





of the U. S. as consul of the Free Hanseatic city and re- _ 
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FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. : 

There has been a great meeting in the county of Kent 
on the subject of Catholic emancipation, at which cer- 
tain measures for the support of the established church 
were carried by a large majority. Shee, Shiel, Hunt, Cob- 
bett, and many other prominent liberals were present 
and addressed the meeting,. which was very turbulent. 
Various movements of different corps of troops in Ireland 
are announced, 

' FRANCE. 

Sixty or eighty clerks employed in the arrival de- 
partment of the post office at Paris, have been seized 
by the police, and al] their private letters, &c. taken 
possession of by tlic officers. 


RUSSIA, PUREFY, &c. 

Varna hae at Jast fallen into the possession of the 
Russians. This event occurred on the lth. of Oc- 
tober; its fall is attributed by some to treachery; but 
itappeors that a body of Russian troops succeeded 
on the 7th of Oct. in penetrating to the heart of the 
city, which was effected by a passage opened in con- 
sequence of the springing.of a mine, and notwith- 
standing they were compelled to retire, the Turks 
concluded they were no longer safe within the walis 
and proposed to capitulate. At the period the Rus- 
sians effected an entry into the city, a general at- 
tack was made by. the troops without, and so great 
was the consternation, that Jussuf pacha himself, was 
the first to command his followers to lay down their 
arms without stipulations of any kind. The captain 
pacha and a few followers, threw themselves into 
the citade), but were soon made prisoners; or, accord- 
ingito another version, permitted to retire by taking 
the road to Pravati, or embarking at Bourgas. 

From the accounts of the prisoners it is conjectur- 
ed that the garrison of Varna, with the armed inhabi- 
tants, amounted in the beginning toat least 22,000 
men; at the time of the surrender, they numbered but 


6,000. 


Choumla is still beseiged, and in Little Wallachia 
the Turks have been defeated. The campaign may 
be said to have closed, but the Russians appear to be 
making vigorous preparations for the ensuing season: 
The sultan having taken the field, be cannotreturn to 
the: capital, according to the custom of his predeces- 
sors, Without bringing peace, and hence we may in- 
fer thatthe war will be soon terminated, either by ne- 

tiation or the sword. 

The Allgemeine Zeitung gives a Constantinople 
date of September 25th, which says, that the porte 
has given an answer to the last demand of the pow- 
ers, which has been sent to Corfu: and that notwith 
standing the favor of Provicence shown to his arms, 
he was willing to negotiate on the basis mentioned, 
and wished to see the ambassadors at Constan- 
tinople. 

The new levy in Russia had excited great enthu- 
siasm. 

There bas not been that general yielding up of the 
fortresses in the Morea, heretofore stated; some of 
them were beseiged, dnd cannon, Sc, forwarded 
from France to reduce them. The French are suf- 
fering for the want of provisions. 

BUENOS AYRES AND BRAZIL. 

The treaty well ne between these two govern- 
ments, has caused great rejoicings among the people 
of Buenos Ayres. The commissioners who arriv. 
ed with the news were hailed with loud and repeat- 
ed Vivas. 

The Brazilian blockade was raised on the 30th 


Sept. previous to which the squadron captured the 
brig usear, Sf Baltimore, and burned her'to the wa- 


ter’s edge; and committed some outrages upon an En- 
glish ship. A Brazilian ¢onsul had arrived at Bue- 
nos Ayres, and a great number of vessels from va- 
rious ports. 


A body of Buenos Asyrean troops have 
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had an engagement with some Chilian Indians, whic}; 
caused a trifling loss on both sides. 
MEXICO. 
| A-correspondent of the N. Y. Enquirer, gives 4 
most flattering account of the mining operations j) 
some of the districts. The Galliga mine, it is stated, 
will yield $40,000 per week; being near the Gulf of 
‘Mexico, it is not subject to the great disadvantages 
'which attend the workings of the mines in the interi- 
ior,a majority of which will, we think, prove losing 
| concerns. 
| A letter in the N. ¥. Journal of Commerce, states 
that an erroneous impression prevails in the U, States 
| regarding the feelings entertained by Mexicans to- 
| wards this country. Vera Cruz and Mex:co are said 
to be the only states which view us with an unfriend- 
ly feeling, and in the others American enterprize 
and skill are much respected; as an evidence of 
Which the congresses of Coahuila & Texas, New Leon, 
Chihushaua and Tamaulipas have granted to natives 
|of the United States the exclusive right of navigating 
the river Bravo del Norte, with steam and horse pow- 
er, for fifteen years, with the right of colonizing ali 
the vacant lands on that river, and the privilege of 
the fur trade from the Colorado of the Californias to 
the United States’ line. —These acts have been ¢on- 
firmed by the general government, as well as the 
act of Coahuila and Texas,incorporating col. J. D. 
Bradbur, S. M’L. Staples, H. Austin, and their asso. 
ciates, as a company with ample privileges to carry 
those grants into effect. 
PERU, 

The Bolivian and Colombian troops have had severa! 
partial engagements, which generally resulted in fayor 
of the former. The latter, aceurding to some late trea- 
ty stipulations, had embarked at Arica for Guayaquil. 
Gen, Santa Cruz has been elected president of the Boliy- 
ian constitutional congress, which assembled at Chuquisa- 
ea on the 5d of August. The people refused to receive 
Sucre on his arrival as president of the republic, but gave 
him permission to preceed to Guayaquil. The Peru- 
vian government has issued a proclamation declaring war 
against Colombia, and specifying certain ports which are 
to be considered in a state of blockade; but the naval 
force at its disposal is entirely incompetent to enforce the 
a The country is pretty quiet, but the markets 

ull. 








ANNUAL TREASURY REPORT. 

{n laying before congress the annual report from the 
treasury for the present year, the occasion is deemed a 
fit one for presenting, in connexion with it, 9 brief retro- 
spect of the principal financial operations and results of 
the three years preceding. 

As preliminary, it may be proper to remark, that the 
receipts forthe present year are likely to reach a sum 
greater thanthat at which they were estimated when 
congress assembled last year; whilst the expenditures, al- 
ways confined within limits prescribed by law, have not 
gone beyond those limits. The’ only exeeption to this 
Meg limitation upon Mes gerne ir applies to the pub- 

ic debt, for the reduction of which, larger sums may be 
paid than are regularly set apart for the service of the 
year, provided that there be surplus funds in the treasu- 
ry toadmit of it. This hasproved to be the case during 
the present year. 

In the summary retrospect which it is proposed to give, 
the state of the public debt will claim the ‘first attention. 
Such is the interest which the nation is known to take in 
its extinguishment, that what is done at the treasury, 
from year to year, under the injunctions of the laws, to- 
wards this end, cannet be too distinctly set forth. 
Amongst the highest duties of a natior, is faithfully to 
keep to its peeuniary engagements, and there need be 
no better demonstration of its pecuniary ability, than 
when it is seen to pay off with promptitude and punctu- 
ality its funded debt. 

There was paid in 1825, on account of the debt, the 
sum of twelve millions ninety-nine thousand and forty 
four dollars and seventy-eight cents. This sum was no! 





all derived, as will be seen hereafter, from surplus reve 


——_—_ 
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noe. In 1826, there ma 
thousand four hundred and ‘forty-four dollars and sixty 
cents, all from surplus revenue: in 1827, ten millious one 
thousand five hundred and eighty-tive dollars and_nine- 
izht cents, from surplus revenue; and, in 1828, there 
will have been paid by the close of the year, also from 
surplus revenue, twelve millions one hundred and sixty- 
three thousand five hundred and sixty-six dollars and 
ninety cents, making for the four years, forty-five millions 
three hundred and three thousand six hundred and forty- 
two dollars, twenty-six cents. Of this sum, thirty millions 
three hundred and seventy-three thousand one hundred 
and eighty-eight dollarsand one cent, were applied to the 
principal, and fourteen millions nine hundred and thirty 
thousand four hundred and fifty-four dollars and twenty- 
five cents to the interest uf the debt: the whole of the 
former having gone towards the reduction of that part of 
it which bears an interest of six per cent. 

The act of congress of the third of March, 1817, com- 
monly called the sinking fund act, appropriates the annu- 
al sum of ten millions of dollars forthe purpose of grad- 
ually sinking or paying off the public debt of the na- 
tion. ‘This sum ineludes all payments on account of 
interest, which are invariably made from quarter to 
guarter, Jeaving the remainder to be applied, as far as it 
wil) ge to the reduction of the principal. Up to the 
year 825, the expectations of this act, had not, in one 
sense, been always fully met. The annual interest was 
ever scrupulously paid as the quarter came around; but 
there had not been, during every year, a sufficient residue 
te be applied to the principal, to make up the entire sam 
of ten millions of dollars. Sometimes, too, there was 
not a sufficient amount of debt redeemable under the laws, 
in the course of a year, to allow of the fall payment of ten 
millions, cven ifthe surplus funds of the treasury had 
been equal to the operation. The inability of the trea- 
sury, where it may have existed, to reduce the principal 
of the debt every year, bythe precise amount contem- 
plated in the sinking fund act, neither broke faith nor 
caused complaint with the public creditor; for whatever 
the considerations of public policy that have made the 
rapid extinguishment ofthe debt a favorite object with 
the-nation, it is known that the public creditor regards it 
individually, as a hardship to be paid off. His reliance 
upon the faith and resources of the nation is so unbound- 
ed, that he prefers to let his capital stock remain in its 
hands, subject only to his calls for the interest. But 
since the close of 1825, such has been the state of the 
treasury, from the increasing solidity of the national ve- 
sources, that, not only has the annual requisition of the 
sinkiug fund act been complied with, but still more has 
been done. At the beginning of that year, the whole sum 
paid under the act daring the seven years of its opera- 
tion, ’in reduction of the principal of the debt, (the opera- 
tion of the act not having regularly commenced until 
1818), fell short, by asum exceeding three millions of 
dollars, of the amount that it would have reached had the 
fullten millions been paid in principal and interest, du- 
ring each ofthe seven years in question. Since the close 
of the year 1825, or, more correctly, since the commence- 
ment of 1826, this deficiency has been countervailed by 
such an excess of annual payments towards the principal 
of the debt as to leave, in the language of the treusary, no 
arrears now due tothe sinking fund, or none of impor- 
tance. In other words, looking back upon the .whole 
time that has elapsed since the sinking fund act went in- 
to Operation, it-can now be stated, that, taking one year 
with another, there have been made, (with the excep- 
tion of a small fractional sum), the full average payments 
often millions of dollars annually, in principal and in- 
roe on account of the public debt. ‘This result has 
een in a great degree produced by the payments which 
Will have been made during the present year in reduction 
ofthe principal. Five millions four hundred and’ sixty- 
three dollars and twelve cents were paid on the first ‘of 
July; and it is intended to pay four millions fifty thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty dollars and seventy-seven 
centson the first of January; making, for the whole 
year, including a small balance of treasury notes to be 
paid off, and a minute fraction of the oli! registered debt, 
tine roillions sixty-one thousand foar hundred and ninety- 
a dollars, nineteen cents. The committee on finance 
ofthe senate, in their valuable report to that body in 





{ 





aid eleven millions thirty-nine | April last, on the state of the public debt, referring to 
| the foregoing payment, which it wasthen in contempla- 


tion to make on the first of July, expressed their ho 
that a considerable reduction of the arrears due to the 
sinking tund, would propably be effected in the course of 
this year. The hope is amply realized. The large 
amount ofthe payment to be made on the first of January 
was justified, in the opinion of the commissioners of the 
sinking fund, by the receipts into the treasury since the 
payment in July, was resolved upon, which were greater 
than had been anticipated; and by thuse that were reason- 
ably anticipated for the fourth quarter of the year. 

The total sum that will have been paid on account of 
the debt from the first of January, 1817, the year in which 
the sinking fund act passed, to the first of January next, 
will be one hundred and forty-six millions, six hundred 
and sixty nine thousand seven hundred and seventy-three 
dollars torty-eight cents. Of this sum eighty-eight mil- 
lions eight hundred and thirty-four thousand one hundred 
and eight dollars and sixty-six cents were paid 02.20, 
count of prineipal, and fifty-seven millions eight hundred 
and thirty-five thousand six hundred and sixty-four dol- 
lars and eighty-two cents on account of interest. The 
extra payments on aceount of the principal, (more than 
could have been covered by the annual appropriation of 
ten millions), comprehend sums_ob ou- loan at 
a lower interest than six per cent. to replace stock paid 
off at that interest, and sums that had accumulated in the 
treasury in 1817, partly under the effect of the double 
duty system, before the prospective operation of the act 
began. The national debt has been positively lessened 
in amount by the sum of sixty-five millions one hundred 
and twenty-nine thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine 
dollars and thirty-eight cents, since the first of January, 
1817, by surplus funds. ‘The whole of this last mention- 
ed sum, so paid off, was borrowed at six per cent. or 
more than six, with the exception of a small amount of 
treasury notes and some Mississippi stock. It is facts like 
these that attest the true character and value of a sinking 
fund. None can be effectively such, but where income 
exceeds expenditure; and where a clear surplus from the 
former is steadily applied to the diminution of the debt. 
Such is the sinking fund act of the United States, and 
such have been the results of its operation; results which 
it cannot be otherwise than acceptable to the nation to 
learn. The whole remaining debt that the nation will 
owe on the first of January ensuing, will be, in its nomi- 
nal amount, fifty-eight millions three hundred and sixty- 
twe thousand one hundred and thirty five dollars seventy- 
elght cents. But from this amount should be taken seven 
millions of dollars, being so much of apparent debt only, 
in the shape of subscription to the stock of the bank of 
the United States, the nation owning a like sum in the 
stock of the bank, upon which dividends are punctually 
paid. Of the sum that will remain, namely, fifty-one 
millions three hundred and sixty-two thousand one hun- 
dred. and thirty-five dollars and seventy-eight cents, the 
old revolutionary three per cents. constitute more than 
thirteen millions of dollars. By this exhibition of the 
state of the debt, it will be seen to how simall au amount 
it has falien under a faithful enforcement of the sinking 
fund act, in the space of eleven years. In the past effects 
of this act, we have the pledge of itsfuture efficacy. <As 
each successive year increases the proportion of principal 
that is paid off, diminishing that of interest, it is easy to 
anticipate in how short a time the nation, under the cone 
tinued action of the fund, will be released from all charges 
whatever on account of the debt, by its final extinguish- 
ment. Assuming its stated appropriation of ten millions 
to be forerun in the same proportion in future years as it 
has been this year, the debt will, in effect, be totally paid 
off in little more than four years. 

An evidence of the stable resources of a country, actual 
and prospective, is to be found in the prices which its 
funded debt bears in the money market. A financial ex- 
position and review like the present, natarally embraces 
some general allusion to this point. The stocks of the 
United States keep at an clevation above par, indicative 
of the high credit of the government; the more remarka- 
ble fram the consideration that they are redeemable at 
short periods, and quickly redeemed in faet, as the pe- 
riods urrive. ‘The three per cents. being those whiel:, 
it is presumed, will be redeemed last, a circumstapre 
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known always to enhance the value of stock where pub- 
lie confidence attaches to it, stand accordingly, at the 
highest rate, being a favorite stock abroad as well as 
at home. For the last four years, this portion of the 
public stock has been at a price ranging in the main, from 
80 to 85; nor has it becn always attainable, such is the de- 
mand for it, even at that rate. ‘he heavy fall of stocks 
in England, towards the close of 1825, affected those of 
this:country less than might have been anticipated from 
the connexions of business between thetwo countries, and 
serves to show the value of those of this government, even 
under untoward occurrences in that great centre of the 
commercial world. 

The precise amount and kiuds of stock of. which the 
public debt will consist on the first of Jauuary next, with 
the periods of redemption, will be seen in detail in the 
document No.1 annexed to this report. It is not deem- 
ed necessary to say any thing more under this head, ex- 
cept barely to. add, that the five millions four hundred 
and sixty-three dollars and twelve cents, that were paid 
off on the first of July last, consisted of two millions se- 
ven hundred and forty-four thousand four htndred and 
twenty-three dollars and ninety-one cents of the six per 
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lions seven hundred and twenty-eight thousand and te, 
dollars and seventy-one cents; and the expenditure, 
eighty-threé millions nine hundred and seventy-nin, 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-four doHars an, 
seventy-nine cents. ‘Ten millions of dollars obtained jx, 
loans, are included in the receipts of the four years }:; 
mentioned; and five millions so obtained, came into th. 
treasury during the first. year of the other series, viz, j), 
1825. This loan of five millions was procured, under g, 
act of congress of May, 1824, at four and a half per cent. 
not from any deficiency of revenue, bat for the purpose 
of paying off an equal amount of the public debt at six 
percent. It explains what was said of the payment thy 
was made on account of the debt. in 1825, not having q)| 
been from surplus revenue. The loans, amounting to 
ten millions, embraced in the first series of four years 
were obtained with a view (exclusive of the sum applic; 
to the purchase of Florida) to similar changes in the dehy. 
It has been the policy of the treasury department to re- 
commend, trom time to time, these changes of stock from 
a high, to stock bearing a lower rate Of interest; it ap- 
, pearing to be unjust to the nation, that, under an entire 
alteration of circumstances since the time when it may 





cent. atock created by the act of congress of the eighth 
of February, 1813, being all that was !cft of that stock: 
and of two millions two huudred and fitty-six thousand 
thirty-nine dollars and twenty-one cents, of the six per 
cent, stock created by the act of the 24th of March, 1814. 
The four millions fiity thousand seven hundred and eighty 
dollars and seventy-seven cents, intended to be paid ut 
the close of the present year, cousist of the six per cent. 
stock also created by the last mewtioned act, but denom- 











have borrowed money, it should continue to.pay more in 
the shape of interest than individuals pay, the eredir o/ 
the nation transcending that of individaale as much as do 
its resources. ‘Chis remark necessarily implics the right. 
on the part of the government, so to change its stock, 
ifrom the time of redempti.n having arrived, to tha 

which bears a high interest; and which may, therefore. 
without objection, be paid off by a new loan obtained ,: 
a reduced interest. 





inated the loan of the 22d of August, 1814: being, in 


ike manner, all that remains unpaid of that particular | 


loan. 

The general state of the foreign commerce of the coun~ 
try will next begiven. ‘his will best make known the 
surplus productions of its soil, and those other sources of 
its industry which constitute the basis of its foreign com- 
merce. The importations into the United States, dur- 
ing the last four years, amount, in value, to three hundred 
and fifty millions two hundred and two thousand four 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars. ‘Chose fora portion of 
the present year, are here given by probable estimate, 
rather than certain knowledge. ‘The exportations for 
the same four years, calculated in the same way, amount 
to three hundred and thirty-seven millions two hundred 
and two thousand four hundred and twenty-six dollars. 
Of the latter, two hundred and thirty-three millions six- 
ty-nine thousand and thirty-five dollars, were of domes- 
tic produce and manufacture, and one hundred and four 
millions one hundred and thirty-three thousand three 
hundred and ninety-one dollars, were re-exportations of 
foreign commodities. ‘Lhe importativns for the four 
years preceding, or from 1821 to 1824, both inclusive, 
amounted to three hundred and three millions nine hund- 
red and ftty-five thousand five hundred and thirty-nine 
dollars; and the exportations to two hundred and eighty- 
seven millions eight hundred and twenty thousand three 
hundred and fifty dollars. Of the latter, one hundred 
and ninety-one millions three hundred aud fitty thousand 
eight bandréd and and eighty-one dollars, were of do- 
mestic produce and manufactures, and ninety six-millions 
four handred and>sixty-nine thousand four hundred and 
sixty-nine dollars, re-exportations of foreign articles. 

The receipts into the treasury during the last four 
years, these being always chiefly dependent upon the im- 
portations, amount to ninety-seven millions nine hundred 
and fifty-seven ubousand five hundred and fifty-nine dol- 
lars and eighty-six eents. Those for the present year 
are here also given, in part, by estimate. ‘lhe estimates 
may deviate from accuracy, but not to an extent to thwart 
the general conclusions that are in view. The expendi- 
tures for the same time, calculated in the same way, may 
be stated at ninety-five millions five hundred and eighty- 
five thousand five hundred aud eighteen dollars and eighty- 
five cents. Of this sum, besides what was applied to the 
public debt, about fourteen millions will have been ex- 

nded on internal works, designed to improve the con- 
dition of the country, or, otherwise, on objects not be- 
longing to the mere annual support of government, in its 
eivi —— and naval establishments. The receipts 


Deducting the amount of receipts from these beneficis! 
loans during the two periods reviewed, the absolute in. 
crease of revenue during the second period, is found to 
exceed cightcen millions of dollars... The whole of thi 
inerease has been in the customs. It amounts in each 

ear to an average of more than twenty-four per cent.— 
V hilst the inerease in reeeipts has been at this rate, th 
increased expenditure, aside from what has been paid to- 
wards the reduction of the debt, bas been less than ten 
per cent., and the latter has been chiefly caused by inter- 
nalimprovements. ‘The increase in receipts may be ac- 
counted for, in part, but not at all to this extent, by the 
inereased duties under the tariff of 1824. The impor 
during the four years ending with 1828, exceed those ¢ 
the preceding four years, by an average of more thx 
fifteen per cent. in each year. ‘lhe exports of domesti 
| produce for the four years ending with 1828, exceed 
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ring the same time, has been, on an average, upwards 
eighteen per cent. in each year, 

It is believed that the shipping of the United States wil 
be found to have imcreased during the last four years, in! 
fair ratio with their commerce and revenue. The re 
turns under this head are not sufficiently complete, « 
the present moment, to speak with precision. 
tain that the whole mercantile shipping of the union, 
clading that employed in the coasting trade, as well i 
all that is embarked in foreign commerce and the fishe- 
ries, exceeds, at this time, fifteen hundred thousand ton 
‘That of bo other nation as probably as large, E:ng)av! 
excepted In 1818, the tonnage of the union was bi 
little more than twelve hundred thousand. Its greates 
inerease since that year, was in one of the years unde 


this large amount of tonnage, the ships of the United 
States being almost exclusively the carriers of the cot 
merce of the nation, centre at home, and make a larg? 
addition to the stock of capital at home. 


the national prosperity. The reality of this advance § 
only to be measured by aggregate results, ascerta!< 
at proper intervals of time. It is useful to present gush 
results. ‘hey show the general condition of the cou!” 
‘try, viewed not in parts, but under one undivided whol! 


ing points for doubtful opinions, when ail desire to *” 
rive at those that may appear best supported by 











e four years that preceded, were eighty-four mil- 








No single eye can take them all] in, unassisted by the *” 


It is cer & 
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|these of the four years ending with 1824, by an aver J 7 
| age of more than twenty-one per cent. in each year 
The inerease in the consumption of foreign articles du F 4 


(we. 


ele 
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1 re 


examination, viz. in 1826. The profits of freight up FF 


The foregoing statements indicate a steady advanec it & 


They attest the positive growth of its riches, and the ™ f 
pidity of the growth by comparison. They afford res 


results ; 
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sentic veturns which it is the province of the govern- 
en nd chiefly of the department of the treasury, ta 
watch over and promulgate, endeavoring also to trace 
them to their causes. A state whose natural resources 
and territory are abundant, whose institutions are free, 
and whose interests are diversified, may witness occa- 
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manufacturing labor, under the conviction deeply enter- 
tained, that its suctess is largely to be fouwa the true 

round work of financial power. It will ultimately an- 
old the means of providing revenue for the public wants, 
when war, or other external events, not to be controlled, 
may abridge foreign commerce. How diffiealt it has 
been heretofore to obtain any efficient supplies of reve- 





sional and ers pressure upon some of those inte- 
rests, whilst all the great branches of its industry are in 
course of sure developement. But transient inconve- 
nience islost in the aggregate prosperity, and must, in 
the end, participate in that prvepesny: It isthus that 
great states, under successful systems of legislation, 

onward in their career of riches and power. Not only 
has there been a marked increase of importations and 
revenue in the United States during the last four years, 
arid the exportation of domestic commodities, but a like 
diminution in re-exportations. The latter is very striking, 
and justifies the inference not merely of an increased de- 
sire to import for the purpose of meeting the contingen- 
cies of trade or speculation, but of an increased ability in| 
the country to purchase and use foreign fabrics, The 
increased consumption of the latter, and the increase In 
revenue have exeeeded the ratio of the increase of du- 
ties under the tariff of 1824, and the presumed increase 
of population also. ‘The exports of domestic products 
have inereased more than four-fold faster than the in- 
crease of population, us given by the census at periods 
the mostfavorable. ‘These facts cannot mislead. They 
point toan unequivocal increase, so far, in the prosperi- 
ty of a nation.—Statistical testimonials, for a single year, 
or for more than one, may rise or fall in amount, from 
eauses that postpone all permancnt conclusions, but 
where they are seen to go on in an increasing train | 
throughout a succession of years, it is rational to ascribe | 
them to causes beginning to assume a fixed character. | 
If we review the last four years asa period of time in com- 
mercial history, we find little in the circumstances of the 
world, either from general war or otherwise, to affect 
foreign markets beyond the ordinary fluctuations incident 
to trade at all times. The extraordinary operations in 
the cotton market that fell upon the first of these years viz: 
1825, are not conccived-to impair the applicability of the 
remark, because there has been time enough for diminish- 
ed exportations, asa consequence of the large exporta- 








nue from sources of internal industry and wealth, when 
such vicissitudes have happened, the financial history of 


the country in times past sufficiently makes known, im- 
parting admonition for the futare. The department has 
no less strenuously inculcated the policy of im nt 


amendments in our commercial eode; by lowering the 


duties upon foreign articles that were indieated, especially 
teas; by removing the shackles which bind down the mer- 
chant in his trade of re-exportation; and by a liberal ex- 
tension of the warehousing system, which with the aboli- 
tion of all transit duties, might more and more tend to 
bring the productions of al] parts of the world into de- 
posit at our ports, thence to be distributed, and princi- 
rally by owr own ships, wherever markets might invite 
them. 

It was believed, that, with the establishment of manu- 
factures at home, foreign commerce would ultimatel 
expand; but it continues to be believed that the latter will 
never get to its full height in the United States until aid- 
ed by the laws inthe ways recommended. The mer- 
chant, like the manufacturer, requires, at proper junctions, 
the helping hand of congress, and may suffer without it. 
Hence it has been the object, as it was the duty of the 
department, to invoke legislative favor for both these 
great interests, under the belief that they flourish most 
when they flourish together; that in proportion as both 
flourish, in conjunction with agriculture, the invariable 
feeder of both, is the pos treasury most likely to be 
kept full, and that all plans of finance that do not take 
the co-operating prosperity of these three prim 
terests of the state as their foundation, must prove falla- 
cious or short-lived. Such were the councils of a de- 
parted statesman whose name peculiarly lives in the re- 
cords of this department, who was first placed at its 
head; directing its operations with a forecast so solumin- 
ous as still to throw a guiding light over the path of his 
suceessors. His comprehensive genius, looking into fu- 


in- 








tions of that year. No term, indeed, of eighty years, 
since the establishment of the government, has 

exempt from the influence ofexternal events that disturb 
the regular operations of national industry and com- 
merce, as the last eight. None, therefore, could be so 
fairly taken for the comparaiive siatemenis that have 


been made. 


It does not escape recollection that from 1791 to 1815, 
there were epochs when the foreign commerce of the 
country advanced with even more rapidity than is here 
stated; when it was greater, absolutely, and therefore 
greater in proportion to the population of the country. 
But during that long interval, that’ prevailed in Europe, 
with searcely a perceptible interruption, desolating wars 
which created an unparalicled demand for our staple pro- 
ductions, and bronght them up to extravagant prices. 
‘This, with our neutral attitude, which gave to our carry- 
ing trade a scope almost unbounded, raised exportations 
and importations to an artificial pitch, that can never be 
recurred to as a standard of comparison for commerce 
under circumstances more ordinary and regular. It is 
known that during portions of that interval, our trade in 
foreign produce far exceeded that in domestic. It is 
wholly otherwise now. The mere 
nage at that earlier day of the republic, by the capital 
which it introduced, gave, to itself, the capacity for an 
enlarged consumption of foreign articles on a compara- 
tively smaller basis of population. 

_ the increased consumption of forcign articles in the 
United States, during the last four years, 1s compared 
with the four that preeeded, may, it is believed, be as- 
cribed in no inconsiderable degree to the advances which 
home labor has been making in various ways in the coun- 
try since 1824:—The creation and subdivision of home 
labor must bring new wealth to this country, as they ever 


have to other countries, and with it an increased ability to 
buy articles of all kinds. -The reports from this depart- 
ctfully, but ear- 
bestly, urged upon congress the expediency of fostering 


ment, within these four years, have re 


een as} 


ay on our ton-! 


turity, and embracing in its survey all the interests that 
go to make up the full strength and riches of a great em- 
pire, saw the truth now in course of corroboration by our 
own experience, that the protection and inerease ot manu- 
facturing labor, far trom stopping the springs of our com- 
| mercial power, would but multiply and diffuse them. 
Fnongi of time has not elapsed to warrant any decided 
| judgment upon the practical operation of the tariff of 
' 1828. There seems no present reason for supposing 
| that it will lessen exportations. If not, no seale of da- 
| ties which it has ercated will diminish the foreign trade 
| or the revenue of the nation. It is manifestly what we 
| send abroad that must, in the end, give the true measure 
! of what we are to receive from abroad. 
| The moneys received into the treasury during the last 
four years, amount, as has been already estimated, to 
more than ninety-seven millions of dollars. It be- 
longs to this retrospect to state, that in the application 
of the whole of this sum to the various objects of expen- 
| diture designated by the laws, no embarrassments or de- 
| lays, injurious to the public service, have happened. All 
moneys have been paid at the time, and at the place, 
where they were required to be paid, and to the persons 
‘ entitled to receive them. This capacity in the treasury 
| to apply the public funds at the proper moment in every 
part of a country of such wide extent, has been essenti- 
ally augmented by the bank of the United States. The 
department feels an obligation of duty to bear its testi- 
mony, founded on constant expericnec daring the term in 
uestion, to the useful instrumentality ef this institution 
in all the most important fiscal operations of the nation. 
In taithful obedience to the conditions of its charter, and 
aided by its branches, it has afforded the necessary facili- 
ties for transferring the public moneys from place to 
place, concentrating them at the point required. : In this 
manner, all payments on account of the public debt, 
whether for interest or principal; all on account of pen- 
sions; all for the civil list; for the army, for the nary, or 
for whatever other purpuse wanted in any part of the 
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union, have been punctually met. The bank is also the 
depository, with its branches, for the public moneys from 
whatever sources of revenue received, aiding, too, in 
their collection; thereby giving safety to the keeping as 


well as promptitude and certainly to the disbursement of 


the public treasure. It receives the paper of the state 
banks paid on -poblie account in the interior, as well as 
elsewhere, and by placing it to the credit of the United 
States as cash, renders it available wherever the public 
service may require. By this course, a course not en- 
joined by its charter, it widens the field of business and 
usefulness to state banks. Such, also, is the confidence 
reposed in the stock of the bank of the United States, 
that it serves as a-‘medium of remittance abroad in satis- 
faction of debts due from our citizens to those of other 
countries, which otherwise would make a call upon the 
specie of the country for their discharge. Nor are these 
all the uses of this institution in which the government 
participates. It is the preservation of a good currency 
that can alone impart stability to property, and prevent 
those fluctuations in its value, hurtful alike to individual 
and to national wealth. Thisadvantage the bank has secur- 
ed to the community by confiningwithin prudent limits, 
its issues of paper, whereby a restraint has been imposed 
u excessive importations, which are thus kept more 
within the true wants and capacity of thecountry. Some- 
times, (judiciously varying its course), it enlarges its is- 
sues, to relieve scarcity, as under the disastrous specula- 
tions of 1825. ‘The state banks following, or controlled 
by its general example, have shaped their policy towards 
the same salutary ends, adding fresh demonstrations to 


the truth, that, under the mixed jurisdiction and powers of 


the state, and national systems of government, a national 
bank is the instrument alone by which congress can ef- 
fectively regulate the currency ef the nation. When the 
congress of the revolution, under the severest pressure 
of financial difficulty, established, in 1781, the bank of 
North America; when the superintendant of finance ol 
that period, predicted that it would ‘‘decome as useful to 
commerce and agriculture in peace, as to the government 
during war: when the same public officer, speaking 
from an arduous and enlightened experience, subsequent- 
ly said, that without that bank, imperfect.as was its or- 
ganization, ‘‘the business of the apy of finance 
could not have been performed,” it affords.a testimony the 
memory of which is conceived to be not wholly irrele- 
vant to that which is here intended to be borne to the 
kindred, but better institution of ourday, The policy of 
eongress having established a financial connexion between 
the bank of the United States and the government of ihe 
union, it is conceived to devolve upon the officer of the 
latter, whose post charges him with a close observance 
of that connexjon, to report to congress its practical ef- 
fects. The benefits of a remedy become often most ap- 
parent by a recollection of the evils which called for it. 
A paper currency, too redundant, because without any 
basis of coin, or other effective check, and of no value as 
a medium of remittance or exchange beyond the juris- 
diction of the state whence it had been issued, a curren- 
cy that not anfrequently imposed upon the treasury the 
necessity of meeting, by extravagant premiums, the 
mere act oftransferring the revenue collected at one point 
to defray unavoidable expenditures at another; this is 
the state of things which the bank of the United States 
has superseded. In the financial operations of the nation, as 
in the pecuniary transactions between man and man, con- 
fidence has succeeded to distrust; steadiness to fluetua- 
tion; and reasonable certainty to general eonfusion and 
risk. ‘The very millions of dollars of funds not effective, 
of which the treasury for many years has been obliged to 
speak, is but a remnant of the losses arising from the 
shattered currency, which the bank, by a wise manage- 
ment of its affairs, has cured. In conclusion, the mode 
of its agency in Jarge pay ments of the principal of the debt, 
is not tobe overlooked. By its arrangements for them, 
it avoids the inconvenience of too great an accumulation 
of money in the vaults of deposite used by the govern- 
ment, anil vacuum that would succeed to its too sudden 
distribution. It does this by anticipating as the periods 
of payment approach, the disbursement ofa eonsiderable 
portion of the stock in the form of disccunts in favor of 
those who are to be paid off, thereby enabling them other- 
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beforehand, In this manner heavy payments of the 
debt are, in effect, made gradually, instead of the whole 
mass being thrown at once upon the money market 
which might produce injurious shocks. So prudently 
in this and other respects does the bank aid the operation, 
of paying off the debt, that the comimunity hardly has g 
consciousness that it is going on. ? 
X An act of congress was passed on the 24th of last May, 
directing the secretary of the treasury to subscribe in the 
name and for the use of the U. States, for ten thousand 
shares of capital stock of the Chesa ke and Ohio Canal 
Company, an enterprise designed to open the short. 
est outlet between the waters of the Ohio and the Atlan- 
tic ocean. ‘This duty has been performed, and it is sa- 
tisfactory to be able to state that the national work which 
itis designed to advance, a work distinguished from 
kindred enterprises to which congress has heretofore 
lent its powerful aid, by its connexion with the national 
metropolis, has been commenced, -A considerable por- 
tion of the line of the canal is in process of excavation, 
and under circumstances that promise well towards the 
successful prosecution of the whole work. In its com- 
pletion a large and enriching increase of home trade in 
this part of the union, diffusing its commercial and fis- 
cal benefits to other parts, and much of it concentrating 
in a district under the peculiar and exclusive care of con- 
gress, cannot but be witnessed. 

The retrospect intended is here closed. It looked to 
but two things; first, a condensed statement of the leading 
facts belonging to the histery of the department at the 
termination of one of those periods of time into which the 
constitution has divided the movements of the govern- 
ment; and, secondly, to a general reference tothe prin- 
ciples of public policy which have guided the present 
incumbent in the performance of its leading duties, So 
deeply do the finances of a state always enter into the es- 
timate of its prosperity, often of its very existence, that 
he has at no time felt himself at liberty to take a re- 
stricted view of the law commanding him to make an 
annual report to congress, “on the subject of finance;”’ 
but puts himself upon the indulgence of that body for 
having coupled with this annual performance of his duty , 
principles and recommendations which he believes event- 
ually calculated, in the language of that law, to improve 
and increase the finances of the union. 

The report will now proceed to state the receipts an« 
expenditures of the past and present years, as far as as- 
certained, and an estimate of those for the year ensu- 
ing. 

Che actual receipts from all sources during the year 
1827, amounted (as will be seen in document No. 2) to 
twenty-two millions nine hundred and sixty-six thousand 
three hundred and sixty-three dollars and ninety-six cents 
which with the balance in the treasury on the Ist of Jan- 
uary ofthat year, of six millions three hundred and fifty- 
eight thousand six hundred and eighty-six dollars and 
eighteen cents, gives an aggregate of twenty-nine million 
three hundred and twenty-five thousand and fifty dollars 
and fourteen cents. Of the sum received as above, du- 
ring 1827, the customs yielded upwards of nineteen mil- 
lions and a half, and the sales of the public lands nearly 
one million and a half. The expenditures of the United 
States for the same year, amounted to twenty-two mil- 
lions six hundred and fifty-six thonsand seven hundred 
and sixty-four dollars and four cents. The same docu- 
ment will supply a specification of the particulars, and 
shew a hallance in the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1828, of six millions six hundred and sixty-eight thousand 
two hundred and eighty-six dollars and ten cents. 

The actual receipts during the three first quarters of 
1828, (document No. 3.) are supposed to have amounted 
to eighteen millions six hundred and thirty-three thous- 
and five hundred and eighty dollars: and twenty-seven 
cents; and those ofthe fourth quarter it is supposed will 
amount to five millions four hundred and sixty-one thou- 
send twohundred and eighty-three dollars and forty 
cents, making the total reeeipts for 1828, twenty-four 
millions and ninety-four thousand eight hundred and six- 
ty-three dollars and sixty-seven cents; which, added to the 
balance in the treasury on the first of January as above 
stated, gives an aggregate of thirty millions seven hun- 
dred and sixty-three thousand one handred and forty- 








wise to employ their capital as opportunities may offer 





nine dollars and seventy-seven cents. The expenditures 
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of the three test quarters of the year, (same document), But such eveuts as 


year are rectivable within the year. 







are sup tthave amoulted to eightecn millions two these, although fit, perhaps, to be incidentally hinted at, 
bund and ‘four thousand nine hundred and | are to be viewed with caution as the ground work of any 
seven dollars ninety-one cents; and those for the | positive financial calculations;and accordingly, diave uot 
fourth quarter it is posed will amountte seven millions | been adopted in that sense upon the present occasion, 

three huudred and finety-two thousand six hundred and Upon the whole, in bringing this report to a close, 


there isroow for mingling a feeljng of congratulstion to 
the national legislature, with the statements which it has 
exhibited. ‘he receipts of the existing yéur, greater by 
nearly two millions of dollars than had been foreseer, 
with a prospect of income for the next scareely less 
abundant; the receipts of the last four years prescuting 
a large and gratifying excess over those of the four years 
preceding; the foreign commerce of the country in a state 
of solid prosperity, from the improving condition of its 
leading departments of industry at home, aud conseqgucat 
increase in the exportation of its products; tie increase 
of its tonnage, that foundation of naval strength as well as 
commercial riches, keeping pace with the increase of com- 
merce; the public debt annually and ropny decreasing 
under the application of surplasfunds annually and rapid - 
ly increasitig; the public revenue preserved at an equal 
value in every part of the anion through the power ot 
transfers promptly made by the bank of the U, States, 
withaut expense or risk to the nation, and the currency 
maintained in a healthful state by the same. institution. 
—Such is the presi outline of the financial and commer- 
cial condition of ure country; a conditicn the result of 
gooe laws faithfully administered, and of the aggregate in- 
dustry of an enterprising and free people, 
All which isrespectfuily submitted 
RICHARD RUSIY, 
Treasury departinent, December 6th, 1828. 


three dollars and séenty-two cents; making for the 
whole year, twenty-five millions six hundred and thirty- 
seven thousand five hunted and eleven dollars and six- 
ty-three cents. This expnditure includes, asthe items 


on account of the debt, and wWi}] leave in the treasury, on 
the first ye , 1829, an \stimated balance of five 
millions one hundred and twenty-five thousand six hun- 
dred and thirty-eight dollars and‘fpurteen cetits. This 
balance will be subject to the appropriations of monies for 
the service of 1828, that, have not as yet been called for, 
a sum estimated at three millions five bupjdred thousand 
dollars; and includes the one million of doilars in funds, 
not now effective, as heretofore explained. 
Estimate of revenue and expenditure for 1829. The 
ross smount of duties secured by custom house bowls, 
Sires the three first quarters of the present year, is es- 
timated at twenty-two millions nine hundred and ninéty- 
seven thousand dollars: and the amount that will be se- 
cured during the fourth quarter, at five millions; making 
an te for the whole year of twenty-seven millions 
nine hundred and ninety-seven thousand dollars. ‘The 
debentures for drawback of duty, issued during the three 
first quarters, amoueted to two millioasnine hundred and 
sixty-two thousand five bhuadred and eighty-four dollars 
and fifty-five cents; and the amount outstanding on the 
last day.of the third quarter, was two millions two hund- 
red and sixty-one thousand seven hundred and uincty- 
eight dollars and five eents, of which one million forty- 
five thousand one hundred and forty-four dollars and 
forty-six cents, are chargeable upon the revenue of 1829. 
The amouut of bonds in suit, at the close of the third 
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REPORT FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Department of war, November 24, $28, 

| To the president of the United States: 

Sin: i have the honor herewith to transmit, for your 








uarter was four millions six handred and twenty-four | 


thousand two hundred and seventy-cight dollars and seven- | 


ty-five cents; which exceeds, by four hundred and eighty 


information, the anndal reports of the officers who super- 
intend the several branches of the public serviee en- 
trusted to this departinent; showing, in detail, the opera- 


seven thousand four hundred and sixty-six dollars and | tions of each, during the past year, and the state of the 
eleven cents, the amoUnt that was in sult on the corres- | funds appropriated aud applicable to these services re- 
ponding day of 1827, spectively. 

Making the proper deductions on the foregoing and} The report of the major general of the army, with its 
other accounts from the gross amount of duties secured ; accompanying Cocuments, exhibits the present number, 
in 1828, the revenue to be received from the customs in | station, organization and discipline of other military force, 
1829 may be estimated at twenty-one millions five hund- From this report it- will appear that some important 
ved thousand dollars; that from the sales of the public | changes have been made, during the past year, in the dis- 
lands may be put down at one million; that from bank { tribution of the troops; and that one of the effects of this 
dividends at four hundred and ninety thousand dollars; | distribution has been considerably to diminish the numeri- 
and that from incidental sources at about one hundred and | cal force of the two military schools of practice. The va- 
fifty thousand dollars; making a total of twenty-three mil- | lue of these institutions is fully appreciated by the depart- 
lions one hundred and forty thousand dollars. The ex- | ment, although some of the principle benefits anticipated 
penditures are estimated thus: For the whole civil list, ;| from the concentration of so large portions of the army 
including miscellaneous objects and the ten millions for | at two poiuts, have never been realized, for waut of means 
the debt, twelve miilions one hundred and sixty thousand ; for their proper equipment; and, as they were the eherisli- 


dollars; for the military establishments and objects in 
connexion with them, five millions and sixty thousand; 
and for the naval, four millions four hundred and twenty 
thousand; making in the whole, twenty-one millions six 
hundred and forty thousand dollars, and giving an excess 
of receipts for the year 1829 over its éxpenditure, of one 
million five hundred thousand dollars. 

The receipts for 1828 were estimated at twenty-two 
millions three hundved thousand dollars; but are likely 
to amount in point of fact, to above twenty-four millions. 
The receipts for 1829 are estimated, as is secn above, 
at twenty-three millions one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars. Ithas not been considered safe to place them, 
by any decided anticipation, at a higher sum; yet there are 
appearances in the commercial and political world which, 
in their further developement, may carry the actual re- 
ceipts of 1829 at Icast asfar above their estimated amount, 
as Is likely to be the case with those of 1828. Lf, for ex- 
ample, without alluding to other contingencies, any con- 
tinued or further activity in the demand for grain and 
flour should lead to heavier exportations of our produce 
than usual, within a few months to come there would of 
course be a re-flow of heavier importations. The revenue 
of 1829 would feel the effects of these in increased re- 
ceipts; because, even under the long éredits allowed on 
uty bonds, a portion of the duties that accrue within the 


| ed favorites of my immediate predecessors, they would 


not, if for no other rezson, have been disturbed, but to 
meet the positive emergencies of the government. 
These schools have, from their first establishment, ma- 
terially lessened the disposabl#foree of the army for or- 
dinary service; and about the time of their formation, or 
a little anterior to it, and with a view probably to this ob- 
jeet, the garrisons of several important posts along our 
northern and western frontier were wholly withdrawn, 
and others materially reduced. This subtraction of force 
from ordinary service was not, however, under the pe- 
culiarly favorable circumstances of the country, injurious- 
ly felt, until within a late period, when several events 
have vecurred, which, in the opinion of the department, 
rendered it proper to restore a portion of these detach- 
ments to their former and appropriate-duties; and ane- 
glect to do which might have seriously affected the in- 
terests, and perbaps cudanger the peace, of certain por 
tions of the union. 

In the course of the last year, the Winnebagoes, and 
other Indian tribes, living in the neighborhood of the 

osts which had been evacuated, and emboldened pro- 

ably by that circumstance, commenced « series of petty, 
but savage warfare, on the adjoining white population; 











and rendered it yg ey to march a strong military force 
into that ceuntry, the effect of which was to quell, fora 
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yee at least, these disturbances. But, in the course of; babiy contribute more than any other “qual number o; 
past spring and summer, fresh symptoms of discon-| citizens, not oniy to the security of pe country, but to 
tent and hostility were manifested by the Indians; and | the advancement of its useful arts. 

the people of Mlinois, and more particularly the inhabi-| The military academy, it is belied, has conquered 
tants the lead mine district, became again so much | all the prejudices which formerly /xisted against it; and 
alarmed as to suggest the necessity, not only of perma-| is scattering the fruits of its sciey”, aud communicating, 
nent] ahlpag, Sag former military posts of ‘adeeao by its examples, the lessons of dustry and order there 
and Prairie du Chien, but of establishing a new one in| taught, not merely to the resfOf the army, but to the 
the centre of the Winnebagoe country, forthe purpose of} youths of our country genevly; and the interchange of 
watching the movements of the Indians, and to serve as a! theoretic science of this natpnal school with the practical 
connecting link between the chains of fortification on the} skill and jndgment of our<itizen engineers, which is now 
Mississippi and on the lakes. going on throughout the United States, will soon furnish 

Within the same period, unpleasant contentions had ari-| every part of the eoustry with the most ee 
sen on our north-eastern frontier, between the citizens of| professors in every branch of-civil engineering. The re- 
the state of Maine and the subjects of the adjoining British | port of the last bo«td of visiters, remarkable for its good 
province, in consequence of conflicting claims of pro-| sense and practical views, and herewith presented, shows 
perty and jurisdiction: and which threatened, unless| that this institution is still advancing in usefulness; and | 

promptly repressed by the presence of a military force, } beg leave to«ecommend to the favorable consideration o} 
to involve the local authorities, at least of the two coun-} congress. ‘ae many important suggestions which it con- 
tries, in serious collisions, tains. 

: Besides these ifiducements for stren thening our inland ‘rhe report of the chief engineer, including that of the 
frontier, another important one was found in the expe-} Soard of internal improvement, will be sure to receite 
diency of affording timely and efficient aid to our revepae| the full and deliberate consideration of the national lec- 
officers, in defeating the purposes, boldly avowed by high | gislature; and it would be Mnpoonee: by any remarks ot 

1 


authority, and not yet abondoned, of introducing foreign | mine, to add any thing to the intrinsic interests which 
goods into the United States, either by stratagem or force, 


that document possesses. Besides its military details, 
without the payment of duties; and this precaution was| it presents a full view of the extensive operations, now 
mote particularly necessary along the Niagara froniier,| in train, under the superintendence of this department, 
where we had no troops, and where it is notorious that| for the accomplishment of the numerous objects of in- 
large quantities of forcign goods are now collected with | ternal improvements, to which the recent appropriations 
this obvious design. of congress on that subject are applicable. ‘There are, 
‘ Such were the reasons for establishing the new and| probably, no expenditures of the government which come 
re-oceupying the old military posts, mentioned in the re- | so directly home to the interests and feelings of the great 
port of the major general; and, to effect these objects, aj body of the people of the United States, or which are 
reduction of the military school of practice at Jefferson | viewed with more lively and unqualified satisfaction, than 
barracks beeame indispensable. This new disposition of} those which relate to internal improvement: and may | 
our inland force, has; it is believed, been universally ac-| be permitted to express an opinion, that the liberal ap- 
ceptable to our citizens in the north end northwestern | propriations, both specific and general, made to such ob- 
parts of the union, and, it is hoped, willbe approved by | jects, during the last session of congress, were amongst 
congress. the most valuable acts of its legislation—and a hope that 








he numerous fortifications, completed and complet-| the same policy may be continued. 

ing, along our maritime frontier, in the progressive execu-| In short, the Organization and arrangement of every 
tion of our great system of national defence, have impos-| department of the army, not as relates to its efficiency 
ed on the department the necessity of withdiawing, also,| merely, but to its admirable systems of accountability 
from the school of artillery practice at Fortress Monroe,| and economy, are worthy of all praise, and reflect the 
nearly one half of its force, for the purpose of assisting | highest credit on my predecessors, by whom they have 
in the completion of the unfinished works, and of garrison-| been devised and put into operation. As regards its 
ing and preserving those which are completed. The) distribution, which must depend on the varying cireum- 
school of oom is not;however, thereby broken up,} stances of the country, some changes, in addition to 
but may still proceed with the same efficiency and success, | those which have recently been made, will probably be 
proportionate to its numbers, as heretofore. As little | deemed expedient in the Course of the next season. ‘The 
more has been taught at the two schoels than the manuals | policy of pushing our military posts, (such as fort Sncel- 
of the artillery and infantry, the same system of instrue-{ ling, on the Mississippi, fort Leavenworth, on the Mis- 
tion may be continued, and with nearly the same advan- 


}souri, and including, perbaps, some others on the Arkan- 
tage, at every post where a regimeut or battalion is sta- | sas and Red rivers), so far within. the Indian country, 


tioned, and where a competent instructor willalways be | and so far ahead of the regular advances of our popula- 
found. , tion, may well be questioned. Instead of protecting 
The views of the army and its staff, presented in the | ourtrontier inhabitaints against the incursions of the In- 


various reports herewith submitted, eannot, Lapprehend, | dians, these isolated garrisons must, in the event of a se- 
failto be satisfactory to congress and to the nation; whe-| 


rious Indian war, inevitably become the first victims of 

ther regarded in reference to its military discipline, its} its furs. At present they only seive to mvite wild and 
present ewployments, or its fiscal economy. While-a| profitiess adventures into the Indian country, the usual 
portion of that able arm of the military establishment, the consegitencees of which are personel collisions with the 
corps of engineers, is employed in constructing works of} natives; and the governmént is then put to the expense 
military defenve, another portion, aided by scientific and | of a military expedition, to vindicate the rights of these 
enterprising Officers, detailed from the line of the army, | straggling traders. 
is co-operating with our citizen engineers, in developing Hiad not the season been too far advanced to effect 
the «apacities of the country for internal improvement, | such distant movements, it was in. contemplation of the 
and in building up works which belong exclusively to the | department, last surhmer, when it came to the resolution 
department of political economy. ‘The quartermaster) to advance a portion of its foree, so as to cover and pro- 
general, at the same time, assisted by other officers and | tect our stationary and laboring pepulation in the north- 
soldiers of the line, is engaged, not metely in military | west, to draw inat the same time some of our most re- 
erections and accommodations for the troops, but in the| mote garrisons, in order to form a connected line of de- 
‘construction of roads and bridges for the citizens at large. | fence, the several parts of which should mutually sup- 
And the ordnance department, with the force under its con-| port each other, within which no hostile. Indian would 
trol, displays a corresponding energy and skill, in the fabri-| dare to venture, and beyond which no white citizen, un- 
cation of arms and other munitions of war, as well forthe | less protected by a military escort, or'a proper license 
militia of the states as for the regular army. Indeed thé re-} to trade with the Indians, should be permitted to pass. 

orts from these three departments exhibit the army of the} Besides the grcat expense and hazard of supporting 

. States, not m the lightin which standing armies in time | these very distant posts, another serious evil attends 
of peace have usually been regarded, as drones who are | most of them. The luxuriant vegetation which covers 
consuming the labor of others; but as a body of mili- 














; the banks of our western rivers, where troops are sta- 
tary and civil engineers, artificers and Jaborers, who pro- | tioned, and which annually dies and rots on the ground, 


Pee ie IS 








* PF 











z produ 
medic 
to des 


1s 
Ered 


sion tl 
locati¢ 
esea 
Lu 
he hi 
sions 
our 
it 
that, 
and t 
ed o1 
cal § 
of th 
ment 
ten | 
gres! 
tativ 
on, | 
take 
that 
sary 
Ma 
7 


Hur 
ties 
wit 


ter Te pee D . 
Be ans” eeeee =: or ai on 


sae s 
¥ 












of 


to 


TH 
ud 


re 


Rh ieee Fe ik a ; 





| 


PIES CN pam 


NILES’ REGISTER—DEC, 13, 1 


most fatal diseases; and this evil can be ree 
medied only by the introduction of population and herds, 
to destroy aud consume this excess of vegetation. Ihe 
ison of fort Leavenworth, on the Missouri, has suf- 
Fred the most severely from this cause. {t is situated 
on dry and elevated ground, sclected with special re- 

rd to health; but the rich bottoms in its vicmity occa- 
sion the sickness; and it is doubtiul whether a change of 
location to any other point, igh up the Missouri, could 
escape, or even diminish the causes of the evil. 

Lunite with major general Macomb, for the reasons 
he has assigned, in recommending the necessary provi- 
sions for mounting a portion of the men who compose 
our most remote garrisons in the Indian country. 

It appears from the report of the surgeon general, 
that, owing to the increased number of military posts, | 
and tothe numerous detachments from the army, engag~- 
ed on internal improvements, the officers of the medi- 
cal staff are not sufficiently numerous for the exigencies 
of the service. I therefore concur with him in recom- 
mending its increase, by the addition of four surgeons and 
ten assistant surgeons: and I beg leave to remind con- 
gress, that a bill was reported in the house-of represen- 
tatives during the last session, but not definitively acted 
on, for graduating the pay of the medieal staff: and [ also 
take the liberty of calling to their recollection the fact, 
that the laws constituuing the department ofthe commis- 
sary general of subsistence will expire on the third of | 
March next. 

The report of the officer who superintends the Indian 
Hureau, marked K, shows the manner in which the du- 
ties of this department, growing out of our intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, have been discharged during the 
past year. na 

The want ofsystem and regulation for the administra- 
tion of this branch of the public service has long been | 

severely felt, and has probably subjected the officers to | 
whom it has been entrusted, to more animadversion and 


produces the 
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and most of our intercourse with them was carried on 
through the officers of the army, stationed a long our fron- 
tier posts; and it was probably, to the posture in which 
we then stood in regard to them, that the war depart- 
iment was first indebted for the superintendency of Indian 
affairs. Since that period, our white population, incits 
rapid and irresistible progress to the west, has been 
sweeping past and around them: until now, a large pro- 
portion of these tribes are actually embosomed whthia 
the organized and settled parts of our states and territos 
ries. In the meantime, we have been entering into trea- 
ties with them, not of peaee merely, but of property, of 
intercourse and trade; and have actually contracted bee 
tween them and ourselves most of the complicated rela- 
tions which appertain to the municipal state, without 
however, having fixed the boundaries of the authdrity 
by which theserelations shall be controlled. 

While some o! our citizens, who are the adyoeates of 
primitive and impreseriptible rights in their broadest ex- 
tent, contend that these tribes are independent nations, 
and have the sole and exclusive right to the’ property 
and government of the territories they occupy, -others 
consiler them as mere tenants at will, subject, like the 
buffalo of the prairies, to be hunted from their country 
whenever it may suit our interest or ecanvenicave “te take 
possession of it. ‘These views oftheir rights and disa- 
bilities are equally extravagant and unjust; but the mis- 
fortune is, that the intermediate line has never been 
drawn by the government. Nothing can be more clear, 
to one who has marked the progress of population and 
improvement, and is conversant with the principles of 
human action, than that these Indians will not be permitted 
to hold the reservations on which they live within the 
states, by their present tenure, for any considerable pe- 
riod. If indeed, they were not disturbed in their posses- 
sions by us, it would be impossible for them long to 
subsist, as they have heretotore done, by the chase, as 


| their game is alveady so much diminished, as to render 


censure, than has fallen tothe lot of any other public | it frequently necessary to furnish them with provisions, 


functionaries. The different views entertained, not only 


in order to save them from starvation. In their present 


by different classes of our citizens, but even by the dif- | destitute and deplorable condition, and which is constant- 
ferent officers acting under this department, in regard to | ly growing more helpless, it would seem to be not only 
the leading measures of policy which ought to govern | the right, but the duty of the government, to take them 


our intercourse with the Indians, have furnished fruitful | 
and often | 


sources Of complaint against the department, 
of collision between the officers themselves. 


It is believed that a minute and well-digested code of | 


regulations, analogous to those which govern the other 
bureaus of the department, and founded on the policy 
and views of the government, so far as they can be col- 
lected from existing laws, and treaties with the Indians, 
would not only afford great facility in transaeting this 
branch of business, but materially reduce its expenses, 
and, at the same time, better fulfil the benevolent pur- 
poses of the government, in regard to these unfortunate 
people. Encouraged in this belief by the knowledge 
that my predecessors had entertained similar opinions, 
I some time since addressed letters, by your permission, 
to governor Cass and gen. Clark, individuals alike dis- 
tinguished for general intelligence and great experience 
in Indian affairs, inviting their attendance at the seat of 
government, for the purpose of aiding the department in 
preparing the contemplated system ofregulations, They 
have both arrived, and are engaged on the work, which, 
itisconfidently expected, will be completed in time to 


be submitted to, and receive déliberate eonsidcration of 


congress, during the commencing session. 
While on the subject of Indian affairs, I should feel 


that Idid not discharge my whole duty, were I to neglect 


to call the attention of the government to the expediency, 
if not absolute necessity, of more clearly defining, by 
legislative enactments, the mature of the relations by 
which we are to stand allied to the {indian tribes; and, 
especially, to preseribe what, as between them and our- 
selves, shall be the reciprocal rights, both of property 
and government, over the vast tracts of country which 
they claim and inhabit. 

At the commencement of cur present government, 
these tribes, with few inconsiderable exceptions, oceu- 
pied a coantry in the interior, far beyond the range of 
our population, and our relations with them were the 


under its paternal eare;and to exercise, over their per- 
sons and property, the salutary rights and duties of guar~ 
dianship. 

Lhe most prominent feature in the present policy of 
| the government, as connceted with those people, is to be 

found im the efforts that are making to remove them be- 
| yond the limits of the states and organized territories. 

A very extensive tract of country, lying to the west 
and north of the Arkansas territory, remarkable for sas 
lubrity of climate, fertility of soil,and profusion of game, 
has lately been sect apart for the colonization of the In- 
dians. Liberal pecuniary inducements kave been offered 
by congress to emigrants, and many have already em- 
braced the offer. Bat the ultimate suceess of this pro- 
ject has been greatly endangered, and may yet be defeat- 
ed, by the operation of another prominent measure of 
government, which although suggested by the most hu- 
mane moiives, comes in direct conflict with the plan of 
colonization. 

The annual agp rime of $10,000 to the purpose of 
educating Indian children, and teaching them the me- 
chanie arts, has had the effect to draw to almost every In- 
dian reservation, in addition. to the agents and interpreters 
a considerable number of missionaries and teachers, 
with their families, who having aequired, principally by 
the aid of this fund, very comfortable establishments, 
are unwilling to be deprived ofthem by the removal of 
the Indians; and thus, we have found. that, while the 
agents specially ae) ed by the government for this 
purpose are engaged in persuading, by profuse distribu- 
tions of money and presents, the Indians to emigrate, an- 
other set o! government agents are operating, more se- 
eretly, to be sure, but not with less zeal and effect, to 
prevent such emigraion. 

These remarks are not intended as a personal. refiec- 
tion on the missionaries and teachers, muchless on the 
pious and respectable patrons of these benevolent insti- 


| 
} 
’ 





simple ones which exits between remote and indepen- 
dent nations, or they were rather the relations of war: 


tutions, who, no doubt, are disposed to lenda ready sup- 
portto every hamane measure which the government 
| may think proper to adoptin favor of these depressed 
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people; but are rather intended.to show the natural and 
unavoidable tendency of the system itself to counteract 
the leading poliey of the government. 

If the project of colonization be a wise one, and of this, 
I believe noone entertains a donbt, why not shape all 
our laws and treaties to the attainment of that object, and 
impartto them aa efficiency that will be sure to effect it? 

Let such of the emigrating lodians as choose it contin- 
ue, as heretofore, to devote themselves to the chase, in 
a country where their toils will be ampls rewarded. Let 
those why are willing to cultivate thearts of civilization 
be formed intoa colony, consisting of distinct tribes or 
communities, but placed contigious. to each other, and 
connected by general laws, which shall reach the whole. 
Let the lant Ve apportioned among families and individ- 
uals in severalty, to be held by the same tenures by 
which we hold ours, with perhaps some témpeorary and 
wholesome restraints on the power of alienation. As- 


sist them in forming and administering a code of ‘laws: 


adapted to a state of civilization. Let the $10,000 ap- 


propriation be applied, within the new colony exclusively 
to same objects for which it is now expended; and | 


add to it, from time to time, so much of cur other annu- 
al contributions as can be thus applied without a viola- 
lun of public faith. 

In regard to such Indians as shall still] remain within 
the states, and refuse to emigrate, let an arrangement 
be made with the proper authorities of the respective 
states in which are situated, for partitioning out to them, 
in severalty, as much of their respective reservations as 
shall be amply sufficient for agricultural purposes. Set 
apart a tract proportioned in size to the number of [o- 
dians, to remain in common, as a reluge-and provision 
for such as may by improvidence waste their private pro- 
perty; and subject them ali to the municipal laws of the 
state in which they reside. Let the remainder of the 
reservation be paid for by those who hold the paramount 
right, at such prices as shall be deemed, in reference to 
the uses which Indians are accustomed to make ot lands, 
reasonable; and the proceeds tobe applied for the benv- 
fit of those ofthe tribe who emigrate, after their estab- 
lishment in the colony, or to be divided between those 
who emigrate and those who remain, as justice may re- 
quire. . 

It may perhaps, be fairly doubted whether the $10,000 
appropriation (independently of its tendency to prevent 
emigration) produces, under the circumstaaces in which 
it is now expended, any useful results. These schools, 
it is true, impart toa certain number of Indian youths so 
much information, and so far change their habits, as to 


inspire them with all the passions and desires, aad par-_ 


ticularly the passion for accumulating individual wealth, 
peculiar to a state of civilization: and then these half edu- 
cated men are turned loose among their respective tribes, 
without any honorable means of satisfying the desires 
and wants which have been thus artificially created. The 
lands ofthe tribe being common and unalienable, they 
have no motive to cultivate and improve them. There 
is no floating wealth to attract their ambition, and the on- 
ly and usual means of gratifying their cupidity for money, 
is, by employing the advantages acquired by their educa. 
tion to appropriate to themselves more than their just 
share-of the large contributions annually made by the 


FR rs 
government: and in this way, they, with some few hon-! 


very arts they have acquired, obnoxious to the nation at 
large 


lf, however, it should be deemed most expedient to con- 


tinue to expend a portion of the $10,000 tund on the In-! 


dians. remaining within the states, the missionaries and 
teachers should be located on the tracts proposed to be set 
apart for the common use Of each tribe; from: whenes 
the information they supply, and the arts they teach, 
might be advantageously applied by the adjoining Indians 
to the improvement of their separate property; and 
where they might also take elarge of those Indians who 
may, by imprevidence, have expended their private es- 
tates. 

It is in my opinion, worse than useless to impart educa- 
tion and the arts to the Indians, without furnishing them 


at the same time, with appropriate sahjects on which to} 


employ them 


orable exceptions, render, not only themselves, but the | 
| 
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I have the honor to, be with great respect, your obedi- 
ent servant, 
: _. LP... B. PORTER. 
[Some of the documents which accompanied this re 
port, will be hereafter published. } 





| REPORT OF THE POST MASTER GENERAL. 
PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
i7ih November, 1828, 

The post master general has the honor to submit to 
the president of the United States, the folowing state. 
ment, shewing the gradual increase, and present condi- 
tion of the post office department: 











Athies of 
Years. Post offices. Revenue. post roads, 

In 1792 195 $67,444 5642 
1797 554 213,998 16,180 
1802 1114 327,045. 25,315 
1807 1848 478,763 33,755 
| 1812 2610 649,208 39,378 
1817 3459 1,002,973 52,089 

| 18235 e’g. July 1, 4498 1,114,344 82,763 


1828 7651 1,598,135 114,536 

| The above exhibit shows ap augmentation of annual 
revenue within five years, ending Ist July, 1828, of 
$483,790, a sum exceeding by $18,654 a similar inoreasc 
for eleven years preceding 1823, and falling short only 
$165,418, of being equal to the total revenue of the de- 
partment in 1812, 

Within the same time there have been established 
3,153 additional post offices; being a greater number than 
was in operation in the United States in the year 1815, 

From the most accurate calculation that can be made 
for the year ending Ist July, 1823, the mail was trans- 

ported in stages four million four hundred and eighty- 
| nine thousand seven hundred and forty-four miles; and 
on horsebuck, five million five hundred and -eleven thou- 
sand four hundred and ninety-six miles; making a total 
| transportation of ten millions one hundred thousand two 
| hundred and forty miles annually. Sinee that period 
| there has been added a transportation of one million 
nine hundred and forty-nine thousand eight hundred and 
fifty miles annually in stages; and on horseback, one mil- 
lion six hundred and fifty-eight thousand nine hundred 
and forty-nine miles; making an increase of three millions 
six hundred and eight thousand eight hundred and forty- 
nine miles; which adds two hundred and seventy-five 
| thousand and fifty-three mules, more than one-third, to 
| the mail establishment of the country in 1823, And the 
| augmented stage conveyance falls short only two hun- 
dred and ninety-five thousand and twenty-two miles ol 
being equal to one half of the entire stage transportation 
in the union at that time. This extension of the mail 
has been accompanied by great increase of expedition on 
almost all the important routes. On many of them it is 
now conveyed at the rate of one hundred miles a day. 

As congress at their last session declined making any 
appropriation of the surplus funds of the department, 
with ic expectation, as was believed, that they should be 
| applied in diffusing mail faeilities throughout the union, 
| and increasing them where required by the public inte- 
rests, an augmentation to the conveyance of the mail of 
five hundred and thirty-seven thousand two hundred and 
sixty-four miles in stages, and two hundred and sixty-one 
\ thousand seven hundred and four miles on horseback; 
making a total of seven .undred and ninety-eight thou- 
sand nine hundred and sixty miles, has been made the 
past year.—This, with the additional compensation to 
postmasters, arising from increased receipts, the accumu- 

lati n of free letters, for which two cents each are paid, 
| and ingidental expenses has added to the expenditure of 
the depart:inent within the year, the sum of $250,094 46. 
The augmented revenue of the department since Ist July, 
1823, has been sufficient to meet the annual expense in- 
curred by the inerease of mail facilities and leaves the 
sum of $187,302 52 unexpended. 

It is believed to be good policy to keep the funds o! 
the department actively employed in extending its opera- 
tions, unt the reasonable »wants of every community 
shall be supplied. By withdrawing mail accommodations 
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from all unproductive routes, and substitating a horse 
fora stage Lrahnsportation.on many uthers, a very large 
j . » 
| surplus fund would annually accurmulate, but the public 
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ience would be tly lessened, and the means of 
‘oformation withheld fom ¢ districts of country but sparcely 
inhabited. There is no branch of the government in 
whose operations the people feel a more lively. interest 
than those of this department; its facilities being felt in the 
various transactions of business, in the pleasures of cor- 
yespondence, and the general diffusion of information. 
Paty. ve course Of every year, no inconsiderable amount of 
the active capital of thé country, in some form or other, 
passes through the mail. ‘To connect important places 
by frequent lines of intercourse, combine speed with all 
the security possible, and extend the mail wherever it 
may be wanted, constitute the objects which have influ- 
enced the ei of the department. 

It may advantageous to the public and the depart- 
ment, at some future time, for it to become the insurer of 
moneys transmitted in the mail, being authorized to cha 
ahigher rate of postage in such cases, to indemnify for 
the risk incurred.. To guard against frauds, this respon- 
sibility must necessaril» be limited to packets mailed at 
the principal offices, under such regulations as shall af- 
ford the greatest possible security. 

Some pains have been taken to ascertain the exact num- 
ber of persons employed by the department, including 
postmasters, assistant postmasters, clerks, contractors, 
and persons engaged in transporting the mail, and al- 
though only partail returns have been received, it is be- 
lieved the total number is about twenty-six thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-six.—There are about seventeen 
thousand five hundred and eighty-four horses employed, 
and two thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine car- 
riages, including two hundred and forty-three sulkies and 
wagons. 

The receipts of the year ending Ist July, 

1828, as above stated, amounted to the 





sum of $1,598,134 43 
Those of the preceding year were 1,473,551 00 
Making an increase of this sum above the 

receipts of 1827 . 124,583 43 
The expenditures of the year ending Ist 

July last, amounted to the sum of 1,623,333 40 
Leaving an excess of expenditure beyond 

the receipts of 25,199 03 


In this excess there is not included the 
sum of $12,729 24, which was paid by 
the department under a special act of 
congress. 

By the last annual report there was a sur- 
plus sum of money in deposit and due 
from post masters, including judgments 
obtained on old accounts, amounting to 570,035 37 

From this sum deduct the above excess of 
expenditure 25,199 03 

And the amount paid into the 
treasury under the above 











law 12,729 24 
37,928 27 
Leaving this amount of surplus $332,105 10 
TWENTIETH CONGRESS—2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 


December 4. Mr. Smith, of S. C. attended this day 
and took his seat. 

Mr. Benton gave netice thaton Monday next he would 
ask leave to introduce sundry bills, which will .e noticed 
in that day’s proceedings. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. JVodle asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the continuation 
of the Cumberland road; which was read a first time. 

After a pretty pointed debate between Messrs. WVoble 
and Eaton, the sefiute refused to consider the resolution 
for appointing the standing cominittees, by the following 
vote. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Foot, Hendticks, 
Knight, Noble, Prince, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, and 
Willey. —11. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Benton, Branch, Chambers, Chand- 
ler, Chase, Dickerson, Eaton, Ellis, Johnson, of Ky. 
Johnston, of Louisiana, Kane, King, McLane, Marks, 
Robbins, Rowan, Sanford, Smith, of Md. Thomas, 
White, Williams, and Woodbury. —22. 





A resolution was ofered by Mr. Woodbury, appointing 
Monday next as the day on which the senate should pro- 
ceed to the appointment of their standing committees, 
which having been passed, tie senate adjourned. 

i December 5. Mr. Tyler, of Virginia, attended to 
ay. ; 
On motion of Mr. WVodle, the bit for continuing the 

Cumberland road was ordered to lie ov the table. 

Agreeably to ‘notice given on Wedunesdiw, Mr. Johne 
son, of Kentucky, asked and obtained leave 4 bring in a 
bill for the preservation and repair of the Cusberland 
road; which read a first time. 

[This bill provides for the erection of toll gates, the 
appointment of toll gatherers, and the collection of tots, 
to an amount sufficient to keep the road in repair, and is 
similiar to the bill reported at the last session. } 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. presented several private petitions, 
which were ordered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. Barton submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resoived, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
the act of congress, passed on the 24th of May last, 
making donations of land to the citizens of Arkansas, 
actually settled west of a line running north from Red 
river, with the Choctaw line, to the Arkansas, and thenee 
a straight line to the southwest corner of the state of 
Missouri, as to prevent the claimants from locating any 
impreved land until the same shall have been offered for 
sale, unless by the consent of the owner of said improve- 
ments. [Agreed toon Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Marks the senate adjourned to 
Monday next. 

December 8. Mr. Barnard, of Pa. and Mr. Mc Kin- 
lev, of Alab. appeared to day and took their seats, 

The following were among the bills brought in by 
Mr. Benton, this day, agreeably to notice. 

To authorize the president of the United States to 
cause the reserved lead mines in the state of Missouri 
to be exposed to public sale, and those on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi to be leased. 

Allowing duties on foreign merchandise imported into 
Louisville, Pittsburg, Cincimnati, and St. Louis, to he 
secured and paid at those places. 

Explanatory of an act, entitled “an act to reduce and 
| fix the military peace establishment of the United States,” 
passed March 2, 1821. 

To authorize the president of the United States to 
| cause the reserved salt springs in the state of Missouri to 
| be exposed to public sale. 

To graduate the price of public lands, and to make 
provision for actual setilers; and to cede the refuse, upon 
equitable conditions, and for meritorigus objects, to the 
state in which they lie. 

Mr. Benton also asked and obtained leave to bring in 
the following joint resoiution: . 
A joint resolution for the care and preservation of the 

Cumberland road, and that of other roads, made, or 

to be made, by the federal government, within the limits 

of the different states. 

Resolved, Sc. That the federal government acquired 
no right of jurisdiction, or of soil, over the ground on 
which the Gumberland road runs, either by the fact of 
making that road, or by the terms, spirit or intention of 
the ‘legislative acts of Pennslyvania, Maryland, or Vir- 
ginia, in granting their assent to have it made. 

2. That it is not expedient for the federal governmen: 
to charge itself with the care and preservation of the roads 
made, or to be made, by it, within the limits of the dif 
ferent states. 

3. That the care and preservation of the Cumberlaad 
road, and of all the roads made, or to be made, by the 
federal government, within the limits of the different 
states, ought to be left, and is hereby declared to be left, 
hy the states, respectively, in which the said roads may 

e. 

4. That the principles of justice, the harmony of the 
union, and the spirit of the federal compact, (which con- 
templates an equal diffusion of benefits, as well as of bur- 
thens, among the members of the confederacy) require 
that expenditures made out of the federal treasury, for ob- 
jeets of internal improvemeut, Ought to be extended to 





all the states, and apportioned among them in fur and 
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just proportions,aceording to some unilorm, equitable, 
and permanent rate of eneatinngiint. ; 
_ & That the relative extent of the different states fur- 
nishes the fairest rule at spyttinvenent for such expen- 
diture; and that each state,in proportion to its relative 
extent or size, is justly eftitled to have as much of the 
federal revenue expexded within its limits, for purposes 
of internal improvement, as has been expended, or may 
be expended, wéthin- any other stete, for like purposes. 
6. That it/4s not expedient for the federal government 
to hold stock, for the purpose of drawing dividends, in 
any capal or road company; and that all such stock own- 
ed, orto be owned by the federal government, ought to 
besold to individuals, states, or companies, as soon as 
the works, in aid of which it was subscribed, shall have 
been completed. 
resolution. was read a first time, passed to a second 
reading, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution for 
consideration; which lies on the table till to-morrow: 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause a detailed statement-of the amount 
expended by the federal government upon works of in- 
ternal improvement, within the limits of the different 
states, to be ‘laid before the senate, so as to show how 
much has been expended in each state, upon such works, 
from the adoption ef the federal constitution to the first 
day of October last; with an estimate of the amount ne- 
eessary tocomplete any work which is begun and not 
yet completed. [Agreed to next day, } 


The bill for the preservation and repair of the Cum- 
berland road, was read a second time and ordered to lie 
on the table until the appointment of the standing com- 
mittees. After other business the senate, agreeably to 
the orders of the day, proceeded to the-clection of their 
standing committees; the ballot being, in each case, first 
taken on the election ofachairman. The following were 
the only committees appointed: 

On foreign retations—Messrs. Tazewell, Sandford, 
White, Berrien and Bell. 

On finance—Messrs. Smith of Md. McLane, Smith of 
§. C. Branch and Silsbee. 

On commerce— Messrs. Woodbury, Silsbee, Johnston 
of Lou. Williams and McLane, 

On manufactures——Messrs. 
Knight, Barnard and Ridgely. 

On agriculture—Messrs. Bateman, Bouligny, Willey, 
Marks and Chambers. 

On motion of Mr. Eaton; the balloting was then sus- 
pended until to-morrow. 


Messages were received from the president communi- 
eating a report from the secretary of war, with documents 
prepared ‘in compliance with a resolution of the “6th 
of Ma last, concerning. the practicability and ‘pene 
cost of constructing an artificial harbor, commonly called 
a breakwater, at or near the mouth of the Mississippi; 
and a report foom the secretary of the treasury, with 
statements, relative to the estimates and appropriations 
for the expenses of the year 1828, in compliance with a 
resolution of the 26th May last, both of which were or- 
dered to be printed. A message of a confidential na- 
ture having been received from the president, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Chase the senate proeeeded to the consider- 
ation of executive business, and after remaining a short 
time with closed doors, adjourned, 


_ December 9. Mr. Hayne, of S. C. attended to-day, 
and took his seat. 

The president communicated the annual report of the 
secretary of the treasury on the state of the finances; 
which was read, and 1500 extra copies ordered to be 
printed for the use of the senate. 

Mr. Silsbee submitted the following resolution for con- 
sideration, which lies on the table till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the 
existing differenee of two and a half per centum, between 
the dutiés on imported goods, and the drawback allowed 
on their re-exportation. 


Dickerson, Ruggles, 


and exporters of merchandise and owners of vessels are 


A tt — 


oo Tn 


Mr. Prince submitted the following resolution; whici: 


+; also lics on the table till to-morrow: 


Resalved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay 
before the senate, at as early. day as practicable, a de. 
tailed statement respecting the several tribes of Indians 
now resident in the nited States and territories, ex. 
hiditing, as nearly ashe can, the number of souls, and 
the number of families in each, and where each tribe is at 
present located. And that he also lay before the senate, 
a statement describing, as exactly as may. convenient! 
be done, the location and extent of the several tracts of 
territory nerth of Red river, and west of the river Mis. 
sissippi, west of the state of Missouri, and west of the 
lakes Michigan and Superior, to which the Indian title 
has been extinguished: with any information in posses- 
sion of the department as to the measures now in pro- 
gress for that purpose, and the probability of further ex- 
tinguishments of Indian titles in those-regions. [Agreed 
to next day} 

A message was received from the president of the U. 
States communicating information concerning the num- 
ber of free taxable inhabitants, who are not freeholders, in 
certain states and territories of the union. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate then proceeded 
to ballotfor the remainder of the standing committees of 
the senate; five only having been yesterday elected. The 
following committees were appointed: 

On military affairs.—Messrs. Benton, Johnson, of 
Kentucky, Barnard, Chandler, and Hendricks, 

On the militia.—Messrs. Chandler, Marks, Tyler. 
M’Kinley, and Branch. 

On naval affairs.—Messrs. Hayne, Robbins, Seymour, 
Woodbury, and Tazewell. 

On public lands.——Messrs. Barton, King, Eaton, Ellis, 
antl Kane. 

On private land claims.—Messrs. Smith, of South 
Carolina, MeKinley, Thomas, Kane, and Barton, 

On Indian affairs.—Messrs. White, Foot, King, 
Prince, and Benton. 

On claims.—Messrs. Ruggles, Bell, Chase, Rowan, 
and Webster. 

On the judiciary.—Messrs. Berrien, Seymour, Web- 
ster, Rowan, and Hayne, 

On the post office and post roads.—Messrs. Johnson, 
of Ky. Ellis, Tyler, Johnston, ot Louisiana, and Sils- 
bee. 

On pensions.—Messrs. Noble, Marks, Chase, Foot, 
and Prince. 

On the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Eaton, Bou 
ligny, Chambers, Noble, and Ridgely. 

On the contingent expenses of the senate.—Messrs. 
Kane, Hendricks, and Chambers. 

On engrossed bills. —Messrs. Marks, Willey, and 
Bateman. 

The president communicated a letter from the com- 
missioner of the gencral land office, transmitting, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the senate, of the 25th of April 
last, information relative to the quantity and quality of 
the public lands remaining unsold on the 30th of June, 
1828; after having been offered for sale at the minimum 
price of $1 25 per acre; showing what portion is fit, and 
what portion unfit for cultivation, the length, of timc 
they have been in the market, &c. &e.; which was read, 
and ordered to be printed. And then the senate adjourn- 
ed. 

Decembcr 10. A good portion of preparatory business 
having been transacted, the several bills introduced by 
Mr. Benton on Monday were taken up, read a second 
time and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Benton to print the bill to graduate 
the price of the public lands, some debate arose, it being 
alleged that it would conflict with a standing rule of the 
senate, to order the printing of bills, until reported on by ® 
committee. The gentlemen who took part in the dis- 
cussion, were Messrs. WVoble, Foot, Benton, Hayne and 
Chandler. ‘The motion ot Mr. B. was finally agreed to 
—18 toll. 

The joint resolution relative to the care and preserva- 





And also to inquire whether | 
‘eome of the custom house charges, to which importers | 


tion of the several roads constructed by authority of con- 
gress, was reada second time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 











now np ate te onght not to be discontinued. [Agreed 
to next day. | 





On motion of Mr. Willey, the senate proceeded to the 
election of a chaplain on its part. The whole number 
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es taken was $2; of which the rev. William Rylan 
sala and the rev. Henry Vandyke Johns, 9. "a0 
the rev. Wm. Ryland was duly elected chaplain on the 
rt of the senate, ; nt 
On motion of the respective chairme#, 86 much of the | 
resident’s message as relates to fe lg relations, Indian | 0 
affairs, finance, military and ee affairs, —— lands, 
manufactures, commerce “00 the post office and post | 2 
roads, was referred to *° appropriate standing commit- | r 


tees. ‘The'senate <? adjourned, 
eS OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursda» ec. 4 


. The following gentlemen compose || 

the s ig committees appointed by the speaker, in pur- 
ye-ve of the order ofthe house of yesterday: 

’ of elections. —Messrs. Anderson of Maine. Alston -of 

N. C, Claiborne of Va. Phelps of Conn. Stower of N. Y. 

Davenport of Ohio, reams of N. J. 

Of ways and means.—Messrs. M’Duffie of S. C. 
Sprague of Maine, Verplanck of N. Y. Dwight of Mass. 
Brent of Lou. Gilmer of Geo. Smyth of Va. 

Of claims.—Messrs. McCoy. of Va. Whittlesey of 
Ohio, Barber of Conn. Clark of N. Y. Mclutire of Maine, 
Ramsay of Pa. Lea of Tenn. 

Of commerce.—Messrs. Cambreleng of N. Y. New- 
ton of Va. Gorham of Mass. Barney of Md. Hawley of 
N. 1. Sutherland of Pa, DeGraff of N. Y. 

Of public lands.—Messrs. Isacks of Tenn. Vinton of | 
Ohio, Jennings of Ind. Dencan of Hh Sheppard of N.C. 
Hunt of Vt. Gurley ef Lou, 

On the post office and post roads.—Messrs. McKean of 
Pa. Yancey of Ky. Marable of Tenn, Conner of N. C. 
Magee of N. Y. Hodges of Mass. Russell of Ohio. 











York, Mr. Davenport of Virginia, and 
Ohio, attended an 





Maryland, Daniel of Kentucky, Johns of Delaware, Dun- 
ean of IHinois. | 


On the mihtiia—Messrs. Thompson of Georgia, Find- 


j lay of Ohio, Ward of N. York, MeHatton of Kentucky, 


‘ucker, of South Carolina, Talliaferro of Virginia, King 
f Pennsylvania, 

The folluwing standing committees on -eapenditurec, 
ppointed at the last session of congress, are, by the 74th 
nle of the house, continued during the existence of the 


. | congress. 


fn the d-partment of slate—Messrs. Blaiv of Ten- 
iessee, Letcher of Kentucky, Tresvant of Virginia. 
In the treasury department—Messrs. Hall of N. Car- 


olina, Mitchel of Pennsylvania, Barringer of North Car- 
olina. 


In the department of war—Messrs. Haynes of Georgia, 


Woodcock of N. York, Turner of N. Carolina. 


In the department.of the navy—Messrs. Little of Ma- 


rylund, Lyon of Kentucky, Kees of N. York. 


In the post office department-—-Messrs. Holmes of N. 


Carolina, Leffler of Virginia, O’Brien of Maine. 


On the public buildings—Messrs. Sprigg of Maryland, 


J. J. Wood of N. York, Swift of Vermont. 


Mr. Clark, of Ky. appeared a few days ago and took 


his seat, buta notice of the fact was accidentally omit- 
ted. 


Mr. Hodges of Massachusetts, Mr. Verplanck of New 
r. Beecher of 
took their seats to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Fauncey the committee on roads and 


canals were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


(making an appropriation for removing the obstruction 
Of the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Alexander of | yee, | ph 6 


Va. Ingersoll of Conn. Weems of Md. Kremer of Penn. 
Varnum of Mass. Allen of Va. Washington of Maryland. 

On the judiciary.—Messrs. P. P. Barbour of Virginia, 
Buchanan of Pa. Rives of Va! Wickliffe of Ky. Kerr of 
Md. Storrs of New York, Bell of Tennessee. 

Of revolutionary claims—Messrs. Wolf of Pa. Dick- 
inson of N. ¥. Tucker of N. J. Fry of Pa. Healey of N, 
H. Wingate of Maine, Sloane of Ohio. 

On — expenditures.——Messrs. Johnson of N. Y. 
J.S. Barbour of Va. Gale of Md. Maynard of New 
York, Barnard of N. Y. Bartley of Ohio, Chambers of 
Kentucky. 

On private land claims—Messrs. Buckner of Ky. 
Moore of Ala. Earl! of N. Y. Sterigere of Pa. Bates ot | 
Missouri, Nuckolis of S. C. Blake of Indiana. 

On manufactures.—Messrs. Mallary of Vermont, Ste- 
venson of Pa. Condict of N. J. Moore of Ky. Wright of 
N. Y. Stanberry of Ohio, Martin of S. C. 

On Indian affairs.—Messrs. McLean of Ohio, Me- 
kee of Alabama, Carson of N. C. Daniels of Ky, Swan 
of N. J. Lumpkin of Geo. and Smith of Indiana. 

On Foreign affairs. —Messrs Everett of Mass. Taylor 
of N. ¥. Archer of Va. Sergeant of Pa. Owon of Ala. 
Polk of Tenn. and Wilde of Geo, 

On miitary affairs. —Messrs. Drayton of S. C. Vance 
of Ohio, Desha of Tenn. Floyd of Geo. Hobbie, of N. Y. 
Orr of Pa. and Buck of Vermont. 








in the Green river, in the state of Ky. 

The speaker gave notice that he would to-morrow, 
commence calling in order for petitions from the 
sta_es. 

Mr. Tucker, of New Jersey, in a feeling and appro- 
priate manner, then arose and announced the death of 
his late colleague, Mr. Hedge Tliompson, and submitted 
the customary resolution for wearing crape on the left 
arm for the period of thirty days, which was agreed to 
nem. COM. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, for the oes of a principal surveyor of tho 
lands set apart for the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
line on the continental establishment, in the room of the 
late principal surveyor, eo]. Richard C. Anderson, de- 
ceased. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be die 
rected to inquire into the expediency of so changing 
the existing revenue laws as to modify or abolish the 
present system of giving bonds for ety | the pay- 
ment of duties upon foreign merchandise, by reducing 
the credit now allowed for the payment of duties, or b 
substituting in lieu thereof, the warehousing system an 
retaining in the custody of the government the merchan- 





On naval affairs. —Messrs Hoffman of N. Y. Bartlett | 
of N. Hf. Crowninshield of Mass. Carter of S. C. Milier | 


of Pa. Dorsey of Md.and Ripley of Maine. 

On agriculiture-Messrs. Van Rensselaer of N. Y. 
Roane of Va. Wilson of Md. Barlow of Pa. Martindale 
of N. Y. Merwin of Conn. and Culpeper of N. C. 

On the territories.—Messrs. Stroug of N. Y. Clarke 
of Ky. Wright cf Ohio, Green of Pa. Garrow, of N. Y. 
Armstrong of Va. and Fort of Geo, 

On military pensions.—Messrs. Mitchell. of Tenn, 
Bates of Mass. Lawrence of Pa. Long of N.C. Lecompte 
of Ky, Forward of Pa. Markell of N. Y. 

Of revised and unfinished business—Messrs. Pearee 
¥ Rhode Island, Reid of Massachusetts, Pierson of New 

erse . 

Of accounts— Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, Plant 
of Connectieut, Anderson of Pennsylvania. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Mercer of Virginia, 
Stewart of Pennsylvania, Bryan of N. Carolina, Woods 
of Ohio, Marvin of N. York, Barker of N. Hampshire, 
Batmav of Maine. 


On fifth censits—Messrs. Storrs of N. York. Buchan- 


dize imported, till the duties thereon have been paid, 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expedicncy of reporting a bill 
to authorise the opening of the Cumberland road eighty 
feet wide on its present lecation, through the state of In- 
diana, by cutting off the timber, removing all obstruc- 
tions, and making temporary bridges, so as to let on the 
travel, preparatory to turnpiking the same—and also, 
that said committee inquire into the expedieney of mak- 
ing an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Smith at some length set forth the objects cf the 
resolution; at the conclusion of his remarks, Mr, 
McLean moved to amend it byfinserting therein, af- 
.j ter the word location, these words ‘‘from Zanesville by 

way of Columbus, in Ohio.”? Mr. Smith objected to this 
modification ot his resolution, and was replied to by Mr. 
|} MeLean; the ro being then put on the amend- 

ment, it was adopted. Mr. Smith thereupon modified 
the origmal resolution so as to insert $100,000 instead of 
$50,000. In which form the resolution was carried. 





an of Pennsylvania, Holmes of N. Carolina, Little of 


Ayes 69, noes 66. 
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On motion of Mr. Tayler, of New York, to-morrow 
at 12 o’clock was assigned as the time tor the choice of 
a chaplain to congress on the part of this house. And 
the house adjourned. ' 

Friday, c..5. Mr. Van Horn, of Penn. Mr. Saw- 
yer, of North Carolina, and Mr. Belden, of New York, 
attended, and took their seats to-day. 

Upwards of fifty petitions; memorials, &c. were pre- 
sented to-day, and referred to committees. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, of Ohio, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of éxtending the 
behefits of the act of congress, of the 23d May, 1828, en- 
titled ‘‘an act for the relief of purchasers of public lands, 
that have reverted for non-payment of the purchase mo- 
ney,” to those purehasers that have relinquished tracts of 
Jand in payment, on which greater sums had been paid, 
than the sums due to the United States, for the payment 

' of which thew were relinquished. 

Mr. McHatton moved the following resolution, which 
was read, and Jaid on the table one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to inform this house whether, by virtue of a 
resolution, passed on the 10th day of May last, he has 
entered into any, and, if any, what negotiation with the 
British government relative to the surrender of slaves 
who may have taken refuge within the Canadian pro- 
vinces, belonging to said government. 

Mr. Long, moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
duty on. molasses and salt, 

e question being taken to consider this resolution, 
it was negatived, 35 rising in the affirmative, and 102 in 
the negative. 

Many other resolutions, which shall be noticed in their 
progress, were now offered and referred, when the 
speaker laid before the house a report from the commis- 
sioner of the general land office, on the claims to land of 
John F. Carniichael. Read and laid on the table. 

The ae gees also communicated the annual report of 
the clerk of the house, of the expenditure of the con- 
— fund of the last year. Laid on the table. 

The house then proceeded to the election ofa chaplain, 
when the rev. Reuben Post received 97 votes, Mr. Dan- 
forth 73, and scattering 3; the first named gentleman 
having received 4 majority, was declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, it was determined, 
that when the house adjourn to-day, it will adjourn till 
Monday next. 

And the house adjourned. 

Monday, Dec. 8. Messrs. Bassett, and Floyd of Va. 
Mr. Davis of S.C: Messrs. Hinds of Miss. Creckett of 
Ten. and Coulter of Pa. appeared to-day and took their 
seats, 

Among’ the petitions presented to-day, which were 
very numerous, was one by Mr. Johnson, of Richard 
Ward, who claims the invention of the torpedo shot, for 
sea service, the projéctile for defence of harbors, the dove- 
tailed tongued and grooved piles, longitudinally for slop- 
ing off the water for the purpose of making dry docks. 
Referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Strony moved tle following: 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to ascertain 
the probable cost, economy and advantages of publish- 
ing a stereotype impression of the laws of the United 
States. 

Mr. S. briefly advocated the expediency of the inquiry, 
when the resolution was agreed to, and a select commit- 
tee of five members ordered to be appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Mass. it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of bringing in a 
bill for the reduction of the duties on teas, 

On motion of Mr. Ramsay, 

Resolved, That the commitice on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill making provision for creating and supporting an army 
asylum, by retaining from each officer, non-commissioned 
officer and private, in the arnry of the United States, a 
certain portion of their monthly pay for the purpose of 
creating afund to be called “the army asylum fund,” 


—— 


—_—— , 
eee 


}who have served in the army of the United States ate 


the American revolution. , 

After other business, Mr. Wickliffe offered a re. 
solution Siting aside portions of the amount of the 
sales of public tands among the several states for the 
purposes of educativos. when a conversation arose, in con. 
sequence of a resolution ¥, cimiler tenor having been tas 


session offered by Mr. Mexcep— it Ited in d 
Mr. Wickliffe’s resolution nu, to Ba ‘ That re 


Mercer, in the following words, we. 
red to the standing committee on the tee vs ™ Sipe 

1. fesolved, That the nett proceeds of ®-a sales of th, 

. . 1€ 
public lands, not specifically pledged for the pcment of 
the public debt of the United States, be applied, °! 
such regulations as the legislatures of the several stat 
and territories may, respectively, provide, to popular 
education. 

2. Resolved, That, in effecting this purpose, the sai 
sum be distributed among the several states and territo- 
ries according to their respective federal numbers. 

3. Resolved, That the nett proceeds of the sales of the 
residue of the public Jands, not included within the pro- 
visions of the preceding resolutions, be applied, in like 
manner, to the object of popular education, in the same 
proportions, so soon as the -public debt now charged 
thereupon shall have been paid. 

In compliance with a resolution of the 23d of May last, 
the president transmitted by his private secretary, a re- 
port from the secretary of war, with documents, contain- 
ing the information requested, relating to the harbors, 
roads and other works of internal improvements, under- 
taken and projected since the 30th of April, 1824, which, 
with the accompanying documents, was referred to the 
committee on roads and canals: a message was also receiv - 
ed and laid on the table, transmitting a copy of the letter 
from the Cherokee council to col. Hugh Montgomery, 
the agent, requested by a resolution of the 3d April last, 
with a report from the secretary of war. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
comptroller of the treasury, traasmitting— 
ist. A list of balances on the books of receipts and ex- 
penditures in the register’s office, which have remained 
unsettled for the last three years. 
2nd. A similar list rendered by the fourth auditor of 
the treasury. 
3rd. A list of officers who have failed to render their 
accounts to the fourth auditor of the treasury for settle- 
ment, pursuant to law. 

This letter, and the lists accompanying it, were laid on 
the table. 
Adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 9. The following committees have been 
appointed by the speaker, in pursuance to resolutions of 
the house, adopted yesterday. 

On the ibrary—Messrs. Everett, Wood, of N. York, 
Miner. 

On stereotyping the laws—Messrs. Strong, Floyd, of 
Va. Davis, of S. C. Beecher, Baldwin. 

Resolutions moved yesterday and laid on the table, viz: 
By Mr. Sawyer, calling for a copy of the report of the 
survey of Roanoke inlet. 

By Mr. Jennings, calling for the instructions given to 
the agent of the United States for the lead mines: as.also 
for the last report of C. W. Weaver, superintendent of 
the national road. 

By Mr. Orr, calling for a report of the survey of Al- 
leghany river. 

y Mr. Owen calling fora survey of the route for the 
Hiwassa and Conasauga Canal; were severally taken up 
and adopted by the house. 

The following resolution oftered by Mr. Gilmer, was 
also agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed to in- 
form the house of representatives what number of ap- 
pointments have beea annually made in the regular army 
since 1820, designating particularly, the number made in 

the corps of engmeers, and also the regiments of artillery. 

And that he also inform the house the number of cadets 

educated at West Point, who, since 1820, received com- 

missions in the arsny after the expiration of the five years 
that they were bound to contine in service: and also the 

number of officers now in the army, who entered it as ca- 





for the support of all infirm, pour and disabled soldiers 


dets at West Point. And also that he inform the house 
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what number of cadets it would be necessary to educate at 









West Point, in order to supply all the vacancies in the ar- 
my by cadets, also what number, in order to supply 
the vacancy corps of engineers; and also those in the 


artillery regiments And that the secretary of war be re- 
nadeted to report to the house such plan as he may think 
most practicable to compel such persons, as may be ap- 
pointed cadets at West Point, to continue in the military 
service of the United States; and for so modelling the 
West Point academy, as to make the number of cadets 
to be annually educated at that place, correspond as 
nearly as practicable with the number of vacancies which 
annually occur in the army of the United States. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Conner to instruct the 
committee on manufactures to inquire into the expediency 
of reducing the duty on salt, was negatived by yeas and 
nays—Ayes 75 nays 99. 

he speaker laid before the house the annual report of 
the secretary of the treasury on the state of the finances. 
Referred to the committee of ways and means, and six 
thousand copies ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war, accompanied by a 4 ot relrage report, 
on the subject of the civilization of the Indians, Laid on 
the table. 

The remainder of this day’s session was principally 
oceupied, in committee of the whole, in considering the 
pill for the erection of a new territory to be called the 
territory of Huron; someunimportant amendments were 
adopted, when the bill was reported to the house and 
ordered to be printed as amended, when the house ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday, Dec. 10. Among the petitions present- 
ed to-day by the speaker, there was one from Mrs. Mar- 
garet C. Meade for an adjustment of the heavy claims of 
her deceased husband, arising out of his transactions with 
the Spanish government. 

Mr. Johnson presented a memorial from the merchants 
of New York, subscribed by about ten thousand individ- 
uals residing in the city, praying that congress would im- 
pose a duty on sales by auction. [At the last session of 
congress, the committee of ways and means had this sub- 


= ject-under consideration; but, for the want of time, as the 


session was near a close, did not act definitely on the sub- 
ject. ‘The petition was referred to that committee. ] 

A motion offered by Mr. Hobdie to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of distributing certain military tactics among the 
states, for the use of the militia thereof, was agreed to; as 
was a resolution offered by Mr. Weems, that the com- 
mittee on military pensions be instructed to examine into 
the expediency of recommending an immediate appro- 
priation sufficient to carry into effect the provisions of the 
act of last session for the relief of certain surviving offi- 
cers of the revolution. [It appears that no appropria- 
‘lon was made for carrying into effect that part of the 
act which called on the executives of the states to furnish 


extracts from their records, shewing the names, rank, &c. 


of the officers and soldiers of each ‘state in the continent- 


al Jine.] 


Mr, Richardson moved the following, which was laid 
on the table, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 


eJ to lay before this house a statement of the amount of 


import duties on which, at the several custom houses 
of the United States, credit has been allowed during the 
eight years next preceding the 4th of March, 1828, v- 
gether with a statement of the effects of the credit allow- 
ed by government.— First, onthe revenue. Second, on 
the navigation. Third, on the mercantile interest. 
Fourth, on the manufacturing interest of the U. States. 

Resolutions offered by Mr. Duncan, inquiring into the 
expediency of appointing a receiver and superintendent 
of the lead mimes near Fever river, and for encouraging 
permanent settlements in the vicinity, by granting pre- 
cmption rights to actual settlers, wereegreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Smith it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Indians affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what further regulations and provi- 
sions, if any, are necessary to be mace by law, to secure 
to the United States the exclusive right to purchase from 
the Indians their reserved lands, so as to prevent private 
Speculators trom defrauding the Indians and government 
out ofthe same. 


directed to inquire into the expediency 


called for and put, the house decided not to consider 
same. 






















Mr. Condict moved the followin 
Resolved, That the committee of wa 


revenue laws in such manner as to levy the 
the value of the goods at the place of importati 
of the cost at the place whence exported, 

The question of consideration on this resolution 


Mr. Weems offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
such lawsas may have been enacted contrary to the re- 
straining provisions of the constitution and the limited 
powers granted therein, by the states, to the general go- 
vernment, and to report a tariff bill, compatible with the 
power “to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several states, and with the Indian tribes,” 
and fully adequate to meet all the demands of revenue. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. W. moved to 
lay it on the table for consideration; but, before the ques- 
tion was taken, Mr. Mallary called for the question of 
consideration. 

On this question, Mr. Taylor, of N. Y. demanded 
the yeas and nays, and they were ordered by the house. 

Mr. Weems now signified his willingness to_ withdraw 
the resolution, with the notice that he should offer it again 
on some future day; but dissent being peg sign d, 
the question of consideration was put, and decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Mbessrs. Alexander, Allen of Va. Alston, 
Anderson of Maine, Philip P. Barbour, Barney, Barrin- 
cor, Bassett, Bell, Bryan, Cambreleng, Carson, Cham- 
bers, Claiborne, Conner, Crockett, Calpeper, Daven- 
port of Va. Davis of S. C. Desha, Drayton, Floyd of Geo, 
Gilmer, Hall, Haynes, Hinds, Johnson, Long, Lumpkin. 
Marable, Martin, McCoy McDuffie, MeKee, Mitchell of 
len. Moore of Ala. Owen, Polk, Ripley, Rives, Roane, 
Sawyer, Shepper(, Taliaferro, Thompson, Trezvant, 
Tucker of S. C. Turner, Verplanck, Weems, John J. 
Wood.—51. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Anderson, of Pennsylvania, Arm- 
strong, Bailey, Baldwin, Barber, of Conn. Barker, Bar- 
low, Barnard, Bartlett, Barley, Bates, of Mass. Bates, 
of Mo. Beecher, Belden, Brown, Buchanan, Buckner, 
Buck, Butman, Chase, John C. Clark, Condict, Coulter, 
Crowninshield, Daniel, Davenport, of Ohio, De Graeff, 
Dickinson, Dorsey, Duncan, Pavlt. Everett, Findlay, 
Forward, Fry, Garnsey, Garrow, Gorham, Green, Hal- 


\lock, Harvey, Healy, Hobbie, Hodges, Hoffman, Hunt, 
| isacks, Johns, Keese, King, Lawrence, Lecompte, Lea, 


Leffler, Letcher, Little, Locke, Lyon, ar, Mallary, 
Markell, Martindale, Marvin, Maxwell, M/’Hatton, 
M’Intire, M’Kean, Merwin, Miller, Miner, Mitchell, of 
Penn. Moore, of Ky. Newton, O’Brien, Orr, Pierce, 
Phelps, Pierson, Plant, Ramsey, Randolph, N. J. Reed, 
Russell, Sergeant, Sinnickson, Bloons. Smith, of Indiana, 
Sprigg, Stanberry, Stevenson, of Penn. Steri , Storrs, 
Stower, Strong,Swann, Swift, Sutherland, Taber, Taylor, 
‘Tracy, Vance, Van Rensselaer, Varnum, Vinton, Ward, 
Washington, Whipple, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wilde, 
Wilson, of Penn. Wingate, Silas Wood, Woods, of Ohio, 
Woodcock, Wolt, Wright, of N. Y¥. Wright, of Ohio, 
Yancey—122. 

So the house refused to consider the resolution, by a 
vote of 122 to 51. 

On motion of Mr. Little, 

The committee of the whole was discharged from the 
consideration of the bill fixing the ratio of representation 
after the 3d March, 1833, and it was referred to the se- 
lect committee on the subject of the fifth census. 

The sfeaker laid before the house a report of the sec- 
retary of the navy, in the case of Henry Eckford, of N. 
York; which was read, and laid on the table. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Taylor in the chair, on ‘the bill ‘extending the 
term in which merchaudize may be exported with the 
benefit of drawback.” 

Mr. Cambreleng briefly explained the object and oper- 
ation of the bill, which simply extends the time within 
which goods imported are entitled to drawback from 
1 year, as it is now limited, to 2yvears. And also abo}- 
ishes the 24 per cent. at present retained by the govern- 
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refined within the United States, from four cents to five. 
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ment, and permits he whole duty to be refunded. The 
committee then Se and reported the bil! without amend- 
ment, and it r#8 Ordered to be engrossed for a third read- | 


‘he use next took up, in committee, Mr. Basset, 
in the <>air, the bill for continuing the present mode of 
suptying the army; which on motion of Mr. Vance 
n of the committee on military affairs, was slight- 
‘amended—and then ordered to a third reading. es 
The bill ‘‘allowing an additional drawback on sugar re- 
fined in the United States, and exported therefrom,” was 
then considered incommitfee of the whole, Mr. Condict 
in the chair— 

Mr. Cambreleng gave a short statement of the object of 
the bill, which raisesthe drawbackon imported sugars 


Mr. McD, inquired whether the bill was intended, 
and so drawn as to include sugars of native growth refined 
here, as well as those refined from foreign material? 

Mr. Cambreleng replied in the negative—but at the 
same time declared it to be his opinion that, to mclude the 
class of sugars to which the gentleman referred, would be 
sound policy. This doctrine he held himself ready to 
vindicate—but as it wasnot involved in the present. bill, 








he should not at present court a discussion on that subject. 

The committee thenrose, and at Mr. C’s suggestion, 
(with a view to give time to Mr. McD. to examine the 
provision ), the farther consideration of the bill was _post- 
poned until Monday next; And then the house adjourned, 





THURSDAY'S PROCTEDINGS. 
[From the National Journal. } 

But little. business of importance was transacted in the 
senate to day—details in our next. 

In the house of representatives, yesterday, a number 
of resolutions were adopted, among others a reso- 
lutions. offered by Mr. Sprague, requiring the com- 
mittee on military affairs to inquire mto the expedi- 
ency of prohibiting the sale of spirits tothe army; and a 
resolution relative to the appropriation of the produce 
of sales of landstothe purposes of education, by Mr. 
Vinton. Mr. Bartlett offered a resolution for the print- 
ing of 4000 additional copies of the annual treasury _re- 
port; which, on motion of Mr. JeDuffie, was laid on 
the table-—-ayes 81, Noes 56. The bills relative to 
drawback, ordered to be engrossed on Wednesday, were 
read a third time and passed. A bill to authorize the 
seg to erect military store houses at New York and 

ew Orleans, was acted onin committee, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time to-day. 





CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The standard of the prophet. We have already 
mentioned the departure of the sultan for Ramistsehiflik, 
but the following description of the pageant will proba- 
bly be interesting to ourreaders, Lt is from the latest 
paper received. from Vienna. 

September 17 (Old Style. )—On the 15th inst. (N. S.) 
the sultan left this city to go to the camp at Ramistschitlik, 
to bear, with reverend solemnity, the sacred standard 
tothe head quarters of the Moslem «army. 

On the preceding evening the whole city was in mo- 
tion; soldiers of all descriptions, innumerable servants of 
the seraglio, followed by a prodigious train of camels and 
mules, loaded, to the utmost of their strength to support 
the burthen, with ammunition and provisions. At sun- 
rise of the 15th, the city was aroused by the clang ofdrums 
and martial musie in all its quarters.—The road from the 
seraglio to the outer gate was filled with an impenetrable 
crowd, composed in a great degree of women—a singular 
phenomenon in Constantinople. At 6 o’clock the first 
column of infantry was put in motion, and it was speedi- 
ly followed by a second, of about 3,000 men, other troops 
succeeded them. In the mean time the sacred men of the 
law, ulemas, the ministers of state, and all other function- 
aries, proceeded ta the seraglio to offer their dutiful atten- 
dance to his sublime highness. 

‘The ulemas, in the splended turbans peculiar to their 
order, the other ministers of all classes, armed with sa- 
bres and pistols, and wearing white shawls on their heads 
and searlet upper coats, and several carriages with ladies, 
accompanied the pageant, and the roofs of the houses 
Were covered with spectators 





— — — 

A_ burst of tnusic, louder by far than that whieh hag 
resounded for the whole day, was now heard, and a hyp. 
dred camels richly capurisoned were seen advancing, }, 
by Asiatics, singing, with apparent enthisiasm, the w., 
song of the Arabs. These camels bore the treasure ar 
the wardrobe of the sultan. Next followed a train of agn3 
and inferior officers, which was closed by a body of fron 
3 to 400 muderries and ulemas. : 

The seraskier pacha followed with the cavalry; and jy 
his company was the representative of the grand vizier. 
with the other ministers. 3 

Between the ranks of the guard of the kuima kajp. 
pie twenty saddle horses for the private service ot the 
suitan. 

Behind a body of niemis of the first rank, many emir; 
the multis, is (judges), &c. was a superb carriage, 
bearing the case of the sacred standard. he **standard 
ofthe prophet” was itself borne in the hand of the chie{ 
of the emirs, whose office it is to guard this palladium, and 
who rode on horse back. The standard seems to be of 
small size; it was covered with green s 1k; it was surro n'. 
ed by twelve singers, hymning glory to the prophet, and 
aS many pages, finging over it the most costly perfumes, 

Immediately after followed the sultan in person, dress. 
ed with great simplicity. He wore a white shaw! over, 
his head, and a scarlct sureoat. He had no guard in im. 
mediate attendanee upon his person, but he was follove/ 
at some d stance by about 1,000 infantry and 1,500 cay. 
ry regular troops, all trained to the new tactics by thy 
monarch himself. 

Next came several carriages. 

At the gate which leads to the camp, near the barrack 
of Ramistschifiik, the minister, pacha, and grandees, re. 
ceived the sultan. 








ITEMS. 


The tea case. The Philadelphia Aurora, speakiny 
of the ‘‘tea case,” just decided in that city says— ‘Par 
of the testimony consisted of a correspondence, &e. bo, 
tween the plaintiff and Thompson. Thousands and hur- 
dreds of thousands of dollars, were bandied about as mere 
toys. Thompson became embarrassed, the plan of trat- 
ing upon government credit was pursued, fraud was 
brought into its aid, and finally the desperate game was 
brought to a close, leaving the plaintiff'a creditor directly, 
‘and indirectly, to the amount of some hundreds of thov- 
ones: and the United States to the amount of $833,752. 
!The plaintiff laid claim to the property in question, by 
| Virtue of sundry respondentia bonds, agreements, ani 

bills of sale. He was required to show the consideration 
I eiven for them, «ud an attempt was made to establis 
i fraud between him and Thompson, but this failed. We 
cannot give even a synopsis of the testimony, arguments, 
or questions of Iaw raised during the trial.” 





Profitiess villainy. Certain persons yet unknown, 
entered the banking house at Chambersburg, Pa. in the 
night of the 24th ult. by boring out the lock of the fron! 
door; but the cash and valuable papers being deposit! 
in their proper places, shewing that there were no rob 
bers within the bank, completely disappointed thos 
from without. ‘They had an opportanity only of exam: 
— some loose papers in the drawers, of no value t: 
them. 


Fire engine. The Observer published at Woodstock, 
Vermont, mentions a fire engine, invented by Mr. As 
hel Hubbard, of Windsor—a very ingenious piece 0! 
work, and preferable to any thing of the kind which the 
editor had before seen. It is made of cast iron, - av 
weighs about 56 pounds. When worked by one mai 
only, it discharges a barre! of water through the hose 
less than 30 seconds. With four men.at work, it dix 
charged a barrel and a half in a minute, throwing the ¥% 
ter a distance of 120 feet. 


Five. The Auburn Messenger relates the alarm 
circumstances of a fire in the state prison; it originale 
(by accident as is supposed), in the peo commun 
cated to a pile of 400 cords of wood, } 
near 600 confined men, threatened with suffocation 
death, were awfully appalling; no prisoner however © 





' damage to the state of some $3000. 


and the shrieks of 


caped, and the flanes were subdued after an estimate’ 
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